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The Ball  Bridge 
   The late 19th century was a time 
when demands on roads were 
increasing rapidly, and bridge-
building was becoming the purview of 
professional engineers. But for small 
towns, such bridges were very 
expensive. Ball set out to design an 
easily replicated method of building 
inexpensive, strong short-span 
bridges.  
   Ball and Jordan sold their first 
bridge to Peru in 1888. The price was 
just $50, a shocking bargain even 
then. That same year, Ball built a 
machine shop where he could work 
on his bridge designs.    
   “The question of artistic or 
architectural effect are not 
considered in planning this bridge,” 
Ball wrote in a brochure. “The point 
being to produce a strong cheap 
bridge that will last as long as any 
iron bridge and cost but little, if any 
more than a good wooden bridge.” 
   The bridge Ball designed, and 
patented in 1893, got its strength 
from heavy-gauge steel pipe. Here is 
a description of how the pipes were 
bent for each bridge, from David J. 
Malcolm writing in 1928: “A man 
who grew up in East Windsor told me 
that bending these pipes…was 
almost a community project. An end 
of the long pipe would lie in the hot 
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A grant from the Central Berkshire 
Fund of Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation is allowing 
Friends of Windsor to produce a 
year of monthly inserts about 
Windsor’s past. Each one will form 
the basis for an expanded 
presentation on our website. 
Pictures, references, 
links…whatever we can find. Let us 
know if you have suggestions or 
materials! 

Charles H. Ball  and the Ball  Mill  
   Restless tinkerer, voracious reader, community pillar, fond father and energetic businessman, Charles H. Ball is the 
perfect person to lead off our series on Windsor’s lively past.  
   Born in Peru on Jan. 14, 1861, Ball received his only formal schooling at the Peru Stone Schoolhouse. As a young man, he 
worked for Stevens Mfg. Co. in Cummington, which made pencils and tool handles. Sometime in the early 1880s, he started 
work for Granville Jordan, who had an iron foundry and machine shop in East Windsor. Around 1885, Ball partnered with 
his former boss in a new business: Jordan & Ball. The company made iron bridge parts, among other things, and this is 
probably when Ball started thinking seriously about bridge design.  
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ashes of an out-door fire for hours 
and then after supper when the 
young men of the village were 
looking for excitement they would 
take the pipe, place the heated spot 
between two closely located stone 
posts, then all would give a push 
and bend it in the desired shape. “ 
   The description makes clear one 
of Ball’s key innovations: bridge 
components could be cut and bent 
off-site in E. Windsor, then quickly 
assembled at the final location. 
   At least 25 bridges were built, 
most of them in and around 
Berkshire County. Coleman Bridge, 
which crosses Phelps Brook on 
Windsor Bush Road, is on the 
National Register of Historic places 
and is one of only two or three still 
standing.  
   The Holiday Cottage Bridge, 
which used to lead to Holiday Brook 
Farm in Dalton, is now in the 
possession of the Windsor Historical 
Commission and lives behind the 
museum. 
   Ball “represents a late flowering 
of the mechanic-inventor tradition” 
whose bridges were “strikingly 
elegant in their simplicity,” 
according to National Park Service 
records.  
   By 1895, Ball was turning his 
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restless mind in other directions – 
perhaps having met too well the 
local demand.  



 

 

 

Real or Not Real? 
  The following account is summarized 
from a 1928 reminiscence written by 
David J. Malcolm. No other source has 
been found yet…but it’s a good story! 
  Having been asked by Stevens Mfg 
Co. to fix a misbehaving machine for 
making pencils, Ball instead invented 
a new one which could place perfectly 
centered leads into wooden pencils six 
pencils at a time, instead of just one. 
  This cut manufacturing costs 
considerably. Ball developed a 
profitable sideline in pencils…until a 
mysterious well-dressed visitor came 
snooping around the mill, then left 
without stating his business. A few 
months later, another company came 
out with a strikingly similar machine. 
Ball had not patented his version, and 
was soon ordered to stop using it.  
  Malcolm writes the unscrupulous 
upstart became one of the top pencil 
makers in the country, but does not 
name the company.  

Citizen Ball  
   Ball was active in Windsor’s civic life, serving on the Select Board for many 
years, often as Chair, and as Town Meeting Moderator for 43 years.  
   Photos from the collection of the Windsor Historical Commission show a 
decidedly round man, a solid citizen with an exuberant mustache.  
   He and his wife Cora had one child, Mary. Cora was known as a hard-working 
woman in a hard-working era, who baked a dozen loaves of bread and a similar 
number of pies several times each week for workers. Cora died in 1911. Hers 
was the first funeral ever held in the East Windsor Chapel, constructed on land 
partially donated by Ball.  
   Ball loved children and was an attentive father. He also used to buy 
Christmas presents for every child in town, to be given out at an annual 
Christmas Tree event at the East Windsor Chapel.  
   He died in East Windsor on May 15, 1928, “a lovable, God-fearing man who 
loved his neighbors and shared his goods with them,” as Malcolm wrote. 

The C.H. Ball  Woodworking Mill  
   In 1895, Ball purchased a portable sawmill and acquired the Wooden Bench & 
Screw Factory in E. Windsor, which became the Ball Mill.  
   Through the years the sprawling mill spewed forth barrel staves and brush 
handles, pen-holders and wooden coat hangers for national and international 
markets. In 1905, Ball began to specialize in lollypop sticks, meat skewers, 
knitting needles and lead pencils.  
   A 1924 newspaper article put the annual output of lollypop sticks at 
100,000,000.  

Can you help?  
Let’s make FLASHBACKS a community effort! If  you have 
historical information, artifacts,  photos or ideas for us, please 
share them. E-mail Susan Phillips at susanphillips57@gmail.com. 

FUN FACT 
Ball's father received US patent #45,382 in 1864 for "an 
improved potato masher." Must have run in the family.  

 
HALF RIGHT 

C.H. Ball once predicted that 
Windsor would become a 
shopping mecca, on the theory 
that there would always be 
ample parking. 


