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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS 

NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION to  

Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail check to:  

FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, MA 
01270,  

or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to our Recent Donors 
Cindy & Mark Efinger / Mary E. Hamilton 

Sucie & Don Henderson / Margie Kierstead 

Diane & Bill Saunders / Val Trela 

 
 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 

This paper is a publication of Friends of 
Windsor, Inc., a nonprofit public organization 
dedicated to fostering communication and 
supporting town organizations, welcomes 
submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a 
forum for promoting any particular religious or 
political position. The articles included do not 
necessarily reflect the views of FOW. We 
reserve the right to edit and deny publication 
on the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much 
information as possible, we request that basic 
news items be limited to about 150 words. 
For submission of longer feature-length articles 
related to appreciation of Windsor’s unique 
assets—our natural setting, people, and 
community—contact 
deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Julia Allen, director; 
Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; Cindy Efinger, 
director; Dominique Frink, director; Val 
Kohn, director; Eileen Markland, director; 
Susan Phillips, co-editor; Leslie Reed, 
treasurer; Robin Tesoro, director. 
  

Paper Talk       
Happy Halloween!  Deborah 
------------------------------ 
If you have events happening in early 
NOVEMBER, please send to 
fowindsor@gmail.com for inclusion in our online 
calendar (at friendsofwindsor.com) and our 
print version available at the stores and at the 
Town Offices. 

FOW News 

What ARE We Planning? You may have noticed 
that Friends of Windsor is a group that sometimes 
seems to have a bee in its bonnet. This year, the term is 
especially apt, as we have been helping to focus on and promote the role of 
bees and other pollinators in the ecological health of our little piece of the 
Berkshires. The previous year, we were all about Windsor history – a theme 
that continues to buzz in this newsletter and may buzz louder in the near 
future. Do you want to know more about our plans and projects? Please 
consider attending our annual meeting, open to all residents. It will be 
happening before the end of the year—watch for details in a future issue. 

Our Bottom Line – Whatever we get up to, the underlying mission of 
Friends of Windsor is always the same: “to foster communication and 
understanding among the people of Windsor and neighboring communities.” 
Those words come from the late Arnold F. Westwood, who spearheaded the 
creation of FOW more than 30 years ago. This newsletter was FOW’s first 
project, and for 18 years Arnold and his wife Carolyn put it together at their 
kitchen table every month. Times have changed but this is still true: there is 
no community without individual support…so please consider making a tax-
deductible donation! Checks made out to Friends of Windsor can be mailed 
to FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor MA 01270.  
 

Pie Fest a Great Success 

A big thank you to everyone who came out to shop, eat, dance, and visit the 
spruced-up museum. We raised $1,140! Plans are underway to begin repairs 
and painting of the museum exterior in the spring. We’re forming several 
support committees to help with special projects. Want to join us? D. Balmuth 
 

Trunk or Treat October 26 at Town Park! 

The Windsor Parks and Rec group is holding our first-ever "Trunk or Treat” 
on Saturday, October 26 at the Windsor Town Park. Decorate the 
trunk/back of your car, SUV, or truck and pass out candy to the trick or 
treaters of Windsor all in one location! Come decorate your vehicle around 
4:15, Trick-or-Treating starts at 4:30. A prize will be given for best 
decorated vehicle! There will be a bonfire, apple cider, and doughnuts! For 
more info to RSVP, contact Abby Smith, 413-588-7026; aduffy89@me.com. 
 

Windsor Cultural Council Grant Applications Due Oct. 15 

The Windsor Cultural Council invites grant applications for the 2020 funding 
year. The grants, distributed through the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
provides funding for local cultural and educational programs. To complete the 
form online, please visit https://massculturalcouncil.org/. Applications must be 
submitted by October 15, 2019.  

The Windsor Cultural Council does not seek or schedule community events; it 
just provides monetary support. If you have a favorite program you would like 
to see offered in Windsor, please encourage the presenter to apply for a 
grant. Contact: Barbara Connors; Kadiskadis@yahoo.com; 860-965-6594. 

 
 

DEADLINE for 
NOVEMBER issue: 
Friday, October 25 
 

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 
WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com
mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:aduffy89@me.com
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
mailto:Kadiskadis@yahoo.com
tel:860-965-6594


 

Town Clerk Notes 

The next Community Luncheon will 
be on October 9, beginning with a 
community hayride leaving the Town 
Hall at 9:30am to wind its way through 
Shaw Rd, Notchview and turn around at 
the warming hut in Bates Field. Hayride 
is open to anyone who can safely 
navigate a 4-step stair into the wagon. 

The Community luncheon will be served 
at the Town Hall at the conclusion of 
the hayride, about 12 noon. Admission is 
$5 at the door, with a menu of beef stew, 
biscuits, vegetarian soup/stew and a 
fruit crisp. Bring beverage of choice. Hot 
cider will be available. 

Special Town meeting will be held 
October 21, 7pm, Windsor Town Hall. 
Last date for new voters to register to 
vote at the meeting is October 10. 
Registration can be done online 
at windsormass.com or with town clerk.  

VERY IMPORTANT: Broadband 
informational meeting, Tuesday Oct 15 
7PM Town Hall, with information on 
timeline, signups and drops to homes. 

Vocational School Bus Driver needed 
for 4-passenger Subaru to transport 
students to McCann morning and 
afternoon. 3 Hours a day. Training 
provided to obtain a 7D license. Must be 
able to pass a physical. Position could be 
split for 2 people. Need to fill this 
position by November 1. 

ZBA Decisions  

Solar Array behind Congregational 
Church approved. See decision on 
website or posted at town offices. 

Green Theory Cultivation withdrew 
their application for marijuana 
cultivation facility on Monahan Rd. 

Planning Board is working on a large-
scale industrial bylaw to be presented at 
a future Special Town Meeting. 

Town Clerk is seeking a volunteer 
assistant town clerk. Looking for 
someone who would like to be trained to 
become a town clerk. –Madeline Scully 
 

Join the Windsor Scout Troop 

Hilltown youth ages 11 to high school are 
welcome to join Windsor’s BSA Troop 
93. We meet weekly in Windsor for one 
hour and usually meet one weekend a 
month for activities. If interested, please 
contact Scoutmaster Stu Besnoff 413-
684-3950, or Membership Committee 
Chairman Vincent Brazeau 413-822-
9951. 
 

Introducing Your New Windsor 

Council on Aging 

Our Mission:  To serve older Windsor 
adults by providing opportunities and 
resources that advance the quality of 
life in our rural community. 

We're excited to begin a new year! 
We've revamped our mission statement, 
elected a new chairperson along with 
several new board members, and are 
embarking on an ambitious planning 
process to bring needed programs and 
resources to our community. Stay tuned! 
We'll be posting events on the town 
calendar, plus information and helpful 
resources on our web page, as well as in 
WN&T. Please contact any of us with 
ideas or concerns. We meet 10am on the 
second Monday of each month 
(rescheduled for holidays) at the Town 
Offices. --Susan Jacobs, Chairperson; 
Margaret Birchfield, Vice-Chairperson; 
Mame Whelihan, Secretary; Sandie Zink, 
Treasurer; Peter Menard; Diane Saunders; 
Diane Pennetti. 

 

Tamarack Hollow Drum Fest 

Fundraiser at Town Hall 

The 10th ANNUAL BERKSHIRE DRUM 
FEST to support Tamarack Hollow 
Nature and Cultural Center will be held 
Saturday & Sunday, October 19 & 20 at 
the Windsor Town Hall.  

Saturday, October 19 

5:30 – 6:15pm Intergenerational drum 
class (pre-registration required) 

7pm-9pm. Concert event, walk ins 
welcome. Doors open at 6:30pm. $10-
$20+ suggested donation at door. 

Sunday October 20 

10:30am-12 & 1-2:30pm Drum classes 
(pre-registration required) 

Fest proceeds support the Tamarack 
Hollow Nature & Cultural Center’s 
year-round environmental education for 
all ages and conservation of 32 acres of 
highland boreal forest in Windsor. 
Tamarack Hollow is a 501c3 tax-exempt 
non-profit organization whose mission 
is to “Inspire environmental and cultural 
awareness, appreciation and 
stewardship”. Email Director Aimee 
Gelinas at aimee@gaiaroots.com to 
register for drum classes. More info 

at: https://www.facebook.com/events/53
8993946635788/ 

Thanks to support from the Windsor Cultural 
Council for this event 

Selectboard Corner 

There are many reasons I have been 
thinking about what it means to be a 
public servant in the Town of Windsor. 
As a Select Board member, the core 
belief I bring to the table is representing 
the people who elected me. The most 
difficult part of this is navigating when 
there is disagreement or when a small 
vocal group are the ones speaking. How 
does the Town, by way of the Board or 
any other committee for that matter, get 
to the other side of the disagreement in a 
way that doesn’t divide the community? 
To be honest, sometimes I feel like 
throwing in the towel. The reason I 
don’t is that this honest frustration is 
what being a public servant means to 
me. It isn’t always easy to hear multiple 
perspectives, but it is important. It isn’t 
always easy to be diplomatic or to not 
get defensive in the face of challenge, but 
it is important. It is part of the work – 
perhaps the most important part – 
meaningful dialog and listening. 
Ensuring our personal agendas don’t get 
in the way of town work.   

For those of you who are active in our 
town, whether in paid or volunteer 
positions, some of this may resonate 
with you.If you are not active in the 
community and this resonates with you 
– volunteer! There are several 
committees with vacancies and 
numerous other ways to be part of the 
work we do. Contact Madeline, our 
amazing Town Clerk, if you have the 
skills and interest. We need you 
to represent the community. 

--Kim Tobin 

Stargazing October 19  

The Arunah Hill Astronomy Club 
will once again be bringing their 
high-powered telescopes to 
Notchview, Saturday, October 19, 
7PM to 10 PM. The event, sponsored 
by The Trustees, is free to Windsor 
residents. Great for all ages. Bring a 
chair if you like. Note: Cancelled in 
case of cloudy skies or rain. Check 
www.the trustees.org for more info. 

 
 

  Sense of Community                             

“I am only one, but I am one.  I 
cannot do everything, but I can do 
something.  And I will not let what I 
cannot do interfere with what I can 
do.” – Edward Everett Hale 

http://windsormass.com/
mailto:aimee@gaiaroots.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/538993946635788/
https://www.facebook.com/events/538993946635788/


 

Reflections from Mame Whelihan 

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

So much to do, so little time.  Winter is coming . . .again! No 
stopping it!  But wait: Summer has left and Fall is here. Can we 
fit in a break from “so much to do”?  Heck yes, the time is now. 
It’s “Hit the Trail” time! Helmets, riding boots and warm 
turtlenecks are the choice of the day. The sun is up and so are 
Head Honcho and Susan. Horses are spotless and already 
tacked and raring (not rearing) to go. These two overworked, 
motivated, self-driven Windsorites are ready and more than 
willing to take time for fun and relaxation and just to let the 
busy world go by. Off they go, and I breathe a welcome sigh of 
relief. It’s a great moment for all concerned.  

Many hours pass and lo and behold . . .Are these the same two 
uptight individuals I bid “Happy Trails” to? No way!  Here are 
two great gals, relaxed and happy, ready to enjoy life and tackle 
whatever comes their way. Winston Churchill said it all: “The 
outside of a horse is good for the inside of a man.” So be it! 
 

Notchview History Book Update Underway 

Bernard Drew is expanding his history of Notchview (first 
published in 1986). The revised book, tentatively titled The 
Colonel on Skis and Other Stories of Notchview Reservation in Windsor 
Massachusetts, will be available in 2020. Anyone with stories, 
memories, or photos of the Budds or Notchview experiences are 
invited to contact Bernie at bddrew@verizon.net or 24 Gilmore 
Ave., Great Barrington, MA 01230.  

Benie sent along this nugget of new information he’s uncovered 
for the revised book: 

The old Bumpus summer place on Notchview — Bumpus Trail 
goes by the old foundation — provided this new story. Years 
ago, Eliot W. Remick told me his grandfather Everett C. Bumpus 
did title work preparatory to the building of the Panama Canal. 
Bumpus was a prominent attorney in the Boston area. 

The United States in 1904 had assumed a project begun years 
before by the French to link the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. A 
major engineering feat, it opened in 1914. 

When I was first writing my first book, I inquired of the Panama 
Canal Co. based in Washington, D.C., and was advised by Hazel 
M. Murdock, assistant to the secretary, that she found no 
reference to Bumpus in any material on file in her office. She 
said she would forward my inquiry to headquarters at Balboa 
Heights, Canal Zone. But I heard no more. 

Recently, thanks to the amazing resources of the internet, I 
easily verified Remick’s assertion in a Panama Canal Treaty 
document. Bumpus did, indeed, claim a very small piece of 
Panama Canal history. There was disagreement over damages 
(reimbursements) for certain lands to be flooded by overflow 
from the Gatun lake. Landowners and the Isthmian Canal 
Commission agreed to a joint commission assigned to resolve 
the matter. 

Thus: “On June 8, 1908, the Commission of which Messrs. Edwin 
Denby and Everett C. Bumpus were the American members, and 
Dr. Gil Ponce J. and Dr. Julio J. Fabrega, the Panamanian 
members, met in Panama. On August 8, 1908, by unanimous 
decision of this Commission an award was made for 13 pieces of 
property, in the sum of $143,980….” 

This commission, unlike another the previous year, agreed on 
terms without needing to resort to an umpire, according to a 
report by Denby in the weekly publication, The Canal Zone.  

And that’s only one Bumpus story. 

Remembering Virginia Flynn 

On September 14, 2019, we lost a dear friend and neighbor, 
Ginnie Flynn. Born on August 1st, 1926, the daughter of Arthur 
and Lottie Ellisor Metz, she lived life on her own terms. She 
outlived her 9 siblings. In 1944, she married the love of her life, 
Bob Flynn, and together, came north, first to Bob's hometown of 
Springfield, then to Pittsfield, and Dalton before building their 
home in Windsor on Crane Rd in the 1960s. They made many 
friends in town.  

Ginnie enjoyed golf, sewing, baking, gardening and watching 
wildlife. She generously shared her garden produce with 
neighbors and friends.  And, with no children of her own, 
"adopted" neighborhood children as her grandchildren. Upon 
Bob's death 9 years ago, she returned to the town of her birth, 
Chapin, SC, to be near family. There wasn't a day she didn't 
miss Windsor and her friends here. I will miss our long talks as 
I kept her informed of Windsor happenings.  

Ginnie will return to Windsor to be buried next to Bob at the 
Cemetery Hill location.  I believe she will be happy to have 
come to the place she loved to call home. –Claire Townend 

 

Green Committee Report 
Fall is officially upon us and with it come preparations for the 
winter to follow.  So, as we watch wildlife scurrying about to 
ensure their warm and well-fed season, we turn attention to our 
own winterizing needs. 
In addition to raking and getting out the shovels and winter 
clothes, there are helpful energy saving measures to consider: 
1.  Have the furnace and chimney cleaned. 
2.  Check for drafty air leaks around doors, windows and 
outlets to seal with caulking and weather-stripping. 
3.  Close doors and heat vents in unused rooms. 
4.  Set thermostat at 68 degrees and lower it when asleep or 
away. 
5.  Make sure radiators or heat vents aren’t blocked by furniture 
and drapes.   
And make sure they are dust free. 
6.  Close the fireplace damper when not in use. 
7.  On sunny days, open south facing drapes and shades. 
8.  Check car tire pressure for best gas efficiency. 
We hope you find these tips helpful.   
If connected to the electrical grid, you can also call Mass Save at 
1-866-527-7283 for a FREE home energy assessment. You’ll 
receive a custom report that makes it easy for you to improve 
your home’s energy efficiency.   

A reminder to those with grid tied solar:  If you call or email any 
of the green committee members listed below, you will be 
assisted with reading your meters.  As a result will know what 
portion of your electrical usage is from the sun, and your details 
could be included in windsormass.com, along with other local 
solar electricity producers. 
Stu Besnoff 684-3950;  Jan Bradley 684-3732;  Holly Higinbotham 684-
3724;  Mark Barrette 212-0345;  Bob and Marnie Meyers 684-3463 

 
 

Be sure to visit our OCTOBER Community Calendar, either 
online at friendsofwindsor.com (under Windsor Now & Then) 
or the print version that’s available at Sangar’s, Friendly 
Fred’s, and the Town Offices

mailto:bddrew@verizon.net


 

   OCTOBER 2019 

1890 Route 9, Suite 8              Windsor, MA 01270 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Windsor Celebrating Windsor  

As the 250th anniversary of our founding creeps 

ever closer, I’ve been looking back (as usual) – 
this time to see how Windsor has celebrated its 

Big Birthdays in the past. So far, I haven’t dug up 
anything on our centennial. The 150th was quite 

staidly commemorated on July 2, 1921 with “an 

attractive program” including “speaking by men of 
national prominence.” Invitees were advised “to 

bring your own lunch as a part of the plan for a 
basket picnic.” The very first class of graduates 

from Crane Community School were also awarded 

their diplomas – all four of them (Greta Hume, 

Frances Pisieswki, Anna McCormick, Erwin Scott). 

  What a difference 50 years makes! Windsor 

pulled out ALL the 
stops for the 

bicentennial in 1971. 
The celebration lasted 

a week. There was 

bunting. Also 
commemorative 

napkins, medals, 
buttons, plates, 

bumper stickers and a 
postal cachet. There 

was a Bicentennial Ball 

and a Bicentennial 

Queen – Norene Tirrell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also fireworks, a church service, a chicken 

barbecue, a variety show, TWO square dances 
(one Western, on Eastern), a historical pageant 

puppet show and a smorgasborg at Town Hall, all 

capped by a big parade. 

“There were beautiful floats, precision drum corps, 

well-drilled horses, stirring music, thousands of 
balloons…laughing children, hairy teen-agers, 

smiling old-timers, patient policemen…” (From The 

Dalton Record).  

What there was not, was a greased pig. One had 
been proposed for the Children’s Day program, 

but a Mr. Curran of the SPCA came to a planning 
meeting and pointed out that 

while legal, “should anything 

happen to the pig there is a $500 
fine or a year in jail.” (A greased 

pole was substituted.) 

All in all, an 

inspiring 
display of 

community 

organization 
and effort. 

What will the 
250th bring? 

It’s up to us. –

Susan Phillips 


