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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 

DONATION to Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail 

check to: FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, MA 

01270,  
or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 

 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Lori & Phil Adriance / Ted & Ron Bilodeau 
Phoebe & Stephen Bushway 

Barbara & John Connors / Deborah Creer 
Thomas G. Garvey / Debra & Terry Goodrich 

Mary E. Hamilton /Paula & Darrin Harris 
Sucie & Don Henderson / Doreen & Dave Horton 

Kathleen & Scott Lee / Alice Liebenow 
Sue & Pete Menard / Brenda & Tom Robinson 

Karen Simon / Diane & Bill Saunders 
Kim Tobin & John Jones / Heather & Mike Zanolli 

 
 

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc.,    
a nonprofit public organization dedicated to fostering 
communication and supporting town organizations, 
activities, and projects that cultivate community. We 
welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum for 
promoting any particular religious or political position. 
The articles included do not necessarily reflect the views 
of FOW. We reserve the right to edit and deny 
publication on the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information as 
possible, we request that basic news items be limited to 
about 150 words. For submission of longer feature-
length articles related to appreciation of Windsor’s 
unique assets—our natural setting, people, and 
community—contact deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; 
Susan Edwards, graphics; Val Kohn, director; Susan 
Phillips, co-editor; Diane Sturtevant, treasurer. 
  
Paper Talk       
Wishing you a Thanksgiving filled with good food, 
close friends & family, and a deep sense of gratitude! 
--Deborah 
 

FOW News 
 

HURRAH! Friends of Windsor has covered a 
lot of ground these past few years, quite 
literally. In 2015, we installed 24 historical 
landmark signs throughout town. In 2016, we produced a beautiful guide 
map of those sites, along with our engaging historical FLASHBACKS 
series, and we held a community gathering at the East Windsor Chapel 
to celebrate the town’s past. In 2017, we commissioned the production of 
the fabulous video, OUR TOWN, and pulled out all the stops to host the 
unforgettable Windsor Grown festival at Notchview.  

We also set the stage to implement a geocache program for the landmark 
sites, which will be our primary focus in 2018. With so much territory 
and history to cover, it will take our small committee a full year to 
complete this project. But when it’s done, we’ll have a tangible (walk-
able!) narrative of what makes this place and community so unique.  

GEOCACHING is like a modern-day treasure hunt, but instead of a printed 
map you use a hand-held GPS to follow coordinates and clues posted 
online. The hidden treasure, or cache, can take many forms, but is often 
some type of weatherproof container that holds a logbook to sign and a 
message relevant to the particular story of that place. A cache can be 
anywhere: stuffed in a tree cavity, wedged into a boulder crevice, tied to a 
rope and slung over a high branch…. the possibilities are endless. 
Sometimes there are trinkets, with the idea that if you take something, 
you leave something to share with the next geocacher. Examples might 
include an old coin, a geode, a sew-on patch, or hand-painted stone.  

Geocaching is a popular and growing activity that’s grounded in the 
spirit of community, is fun for all ages, can be done solo or in a group, 
gets you into the great outdoors, and teaches you something along the 
way. And with a program like ours, there’s the potential for community 
geocache events. If you want to learn more, stay tuned. We’re planning a 
mini geocache tutorial for an upcoming issue of WN&T. Meanwhile, you 
may find this link of interest: www.geocaching.com/guide. 

AND THANKS TO YOU! To be sure, grant awards and sponsorships 
allow us to cover this much ground, but we couldn’t do any of it without 
your encouragement and, yes, your monetary contributions. So thank you 
to our many generous supporters for helping us bring these projects to 
life. And if you’ve been thinking of making a donation, of any amount, we 
would be most grateful. Knowing that you care inspires us to keep at it. 

—Patty Crane, President F.O.W.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What kind of car did Colonel Budd drive? 

See back page story for the answer! 

 

 

 

 
 

DEADLINE for 
DECEMBER issue:   
Thursday, Nov. 30 

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 
WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com


 

Windsor 
Community 

Thanksgiving   

Every year, some 
members of our 
community comes together on 
Thanksgiving Day to share a feast and 
visit with friends and neighbors. If you 
have no plans or want to share the day 
with neighbors, please come to the 
Community Thanksgiving Feast at the 
Town Hall at 2PM on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 23.  

Dave Melle and Valerie Bird are 
coordinating the event. Please RSVP to 
Dave at 413-448-3075, 
meldjm@gmail.com, with the number of 
people attending, special dietary needs, 
and what you would like to bring.  

 

Town Clerk Notes 

Special Town Meeting: Save the Date 
of December 4, 7pm. This meeting will 
include a vote to transfer, previously 
designated funds, from vehicle 
stabilization to complete the purchase of 
our shiny new fire truck. Following the 
short meeting, there will be our first 
Town Discussion meeting focused on 
the postponed Clean Energy 
Resolution. Come join the community 
conversation. Warrant will be posted at 
the stores, website and town office on 
November 20 by 7PM. New voters must 
be registered to vote by November 13 to 
participate in this meeting. You may 
register online at windsormass.com, 
during regular office hours or by calling 
the town clerk 413-684-3811 ext #1 for an 
appointment. 

Census forms will go out in January, 
including a questionnaire on aging in 
place in Windsor. We are trying to set 
planning priorities for the town. There 
will be questions on senior housing, 
transportation and services to establish 
future need. Please fill these out and add 
any other ideas you may have. 

Town-sponsored Transportation 
Services are ready to go for trips to 
nearby towns for grocery shopping, hair 
appointments, or lunch out. The vehicle, 
holding three passengers will be 
available only on Wednesdays from 
9AM to 1PM. The driver will pick up 
and drop off at your residence. The 
service can only accommodate residents 
who are independently mobile. 
Reservations must be made with the 
Town Clerk by 4pm on the previous 

Friday. Call 910-620-0162 or 413-684-
3811 ext#1. This service is not for doctor 
visits, as a strict schedule must be 
maintained.  Any resident requiring 
transportation for medical appointments 
should contact our COA.  

Website windsormass.com. As of 
October 6, 2017, state law requires every 
town to have a website. The website 
must contain the agenda and approved 
minutes of all town committees. I’m 
proud to say that Windsor has been 
cited as a model for other towns in the 
state.  

Please take a minute to check out the 
website. Our town website is used for 
town business. Social activities are on 
the beautiful friendsofwindsor.com 
page.  As always, suggestions and sharp 
editing eyes are welcome.  

Transfer Station update: Sharps 
Containers are now provided. 

Sorry to mention this so early, BUT: 
this is your yearly request from 
Highway, to please not plow snow 
across our roads when plowing your 
driveway. --Madeline Scully, Town Clerk 
 

Senior News 

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon 
Wednesday November 8.  Should fatten 
us all up for the Winter to come! –Mame 
Whelihan 

Seed Saving Exchange 
November 18 

The Hilltown Seed Saving Network is 
pleased to announce its sixth annual 
Seed Exchange, on Saturday, November 
18 from 1 to 4pm at the Community 
House in Cummington. Join us to learn 
to save your own garden seed, get 
answers to your seed saving questions 
and exchange seed that you've saved 
with other local growers. 

We welcome  people at all levels of 
experience, including those who have 
never saved seed before and you do not 
have to bring seeds The suggested 
donation for this event is a sliding scale 
of $5 - $10.  For more information, visit 
hilltownseeds.wordpress.com; or 
contact Sadie at 413-475-2692. 

 

 

 

 

Notchview Events 

For more information on any of these 
events, call 413.200.7262 or email 
acaluori@thetrustees.org.  

Pre-Season Kick-Off! Saturday, 
November 18, 7-9PM: We'll bring the 
chili & ski movies and you bring the 
beer! Hang out with friends in the lodge, 
watch old ski films and get ready for the 
ski season ahead - winter is coming!  

Green Friday Hike at Notchview! 
Friday, November 24, 10-11AM: 
Members: FREE; Nonmembers: $5 
Join us on our newest kids' trail for a 
woodland walk at Notchview where 
we'll enjoy s'mores at the top! A sweet 
and fun hike for kids and kids at heart - 
a wonderful way to keep up the 
Thanksgiving spirit with family and 
friends while enjoying the outdoors! 
We'll meet at the Budd Visitor Center at 
10am followed by a walk across the field 
to enter the trail.  No need to register!  

Christmas Tree Sale, Saturday, 
December 9, 9AM-3PM: Members: 
$20; Nonmembers: $25. Choose and cut 
your own Fraser Fir, Balsam Fir or 
Spruce grown exclusively at the 
reservation! Be sure to stop in the lodge 
for complimentary hot cocoa after you 
pick up your tree! 

Tamarack Hollow Nature 

Center Events in Windsor 

To register for any of these events, 
Email: aimee@gaiaroots.com 

Late FALL Boreal Spruce-Fir Forest 
Volunteer Trail Work Day at 
Tamarack Hollow: Saturday, November 
11, 8am-1pm 

 Spruce-Fir Forest late fall ecology, 
plant and tree ID hike at Tamarack 
Hollow & adjacent conservation 
lands, Sunday November 12, 10am-1pm: 
Learn about the unique high elevation 
spruce-fir forest and how to identify 
evergreen trees and plants such as the 
balsam fir, red spruce, tamarack/larch, 
goldthread, Christmas fern and 
bunchberry in their late fall stages as 
well as northern hardwood species. 3-
mile round trip moderate hike.  

Hike the Boulders in Dalton Saturday 
November 18, 9am-11am: Learn about 
plant, trees and wildlife along the way. 
$10 suggested donation (thanks to a 
Dalton Cultural Council grant) 

mailto:meldjm@gmail.com
mailto:acaluori@thetrustees.org
mailto:aimee@gaiaroots.com


 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

FAVORITE UNCLE. My all-time favorite uncle owned a stable of 
spectacular horses. To an eight-year-old, maybe all horses are 
great, but I do believe these were the best of the best. I would go 
there and smile and look a little woebegone until my uncle 
would sigh and give in and away I would go riding high on my 
favorite-of-the-day horse. He always made sure I did everything 
right and rode properly as I was very good PR for the stable.  

There was another stable on the other side of town, not exactly 
the same caliber, but I thought it was great. The horses were the 
sturdy Western type and I loved being a “cowgirl.” I would ride 
at favorite uncle’s and then cut through the backwoods, over 
hill and dale, and become a cowgirl. Favorite uncle would’ve 
had a fit. There was a horse there that I loved, and he loved me. I 
guess you would call him a real mustang – kind of shaggy and 
with a mind of his own. We really connected.  

I got away with it for a long time and I humored my uncle, until 
one day, as I huffed and puffed through the woods and up the 
hill, I spotted a pair of legs that obviously were attached to a 
long-time rider. Very bowed and wearing beautiful English 
riding boots. Yup, my secret was out! There he was, and he 
wasn’t smiling. I think he understood though because thanks to 
him the “mustang” became my very own and his picture hangs 
on my wall – the mustang, not favorite uncle. Favorite uncle 
will always hang in my heart. 

 
The Select Board Corner 
 

It recently came to my attention that the status of Windsor’s 
broadband initiative might not be as well understood by the 
community as the select board has imagined. Doug McNally, 
whose informed understanding and commitment to bringing 
broadband to Windsor is unmatched, presents broadband 
updates at almost every Select Board meeting. Between this and 
carefully transcribed minutes, just two clicks away on the 
town’s award-winning website, we think we have 
communicated the heck out of it. 

However, given that these updates are presented to an almost 
empty room, and website visits to meeting minutes are few, we 
realize there are lots of ways to fail to communicate.  But, here’s 
the thing.  Broadband is a high-stakes, high consequence, 
infrastructure project. It is complicated, with plenty of 
uncertainty, lots of moving parts outside of Windsor’s control, 
and challenging to summarize. 

Please help us get broadband communications right with 
suggestions to me by phone (in the Windsor phone book), or 
email (Town website under “Select Board”). 

Suggestions should be focused on means of communication, not 
project specifics. Summarized suggestions will be shared and 
discussed at a future Select Board meeting. 

BTW: Those people wandering about town looking like pole-
vaulters in fluorescent vests are conducting utility-pole surveys, 
the first step in laying fiber for our network. The long sticks are 
for measuring various heights and distances between existing 
wires to determine where and how fiber will attach to each 
pole. The work is progressing on time and within budget.    

  –Tim Crane, Selectboard Chairman 

 

 

 Spooky Windsor! 

October 29 was a dreary, rainy 
afternoon...so fitting to 
celebrate Halloween! 
Children came dressed in 
their best costumes and 
enjoyed an afternoon of 
carving or decorating 
pumpkins. Some made a 
spooky finger puppet while 
others played board games. 
They all ran around while 
grateful parents and 
grandparents shook their 
heads in what they hoped 
would be a sugar crash for the rest of the night. It was 
wonderful seeing all the kids enjoy such a fun holiday. We 
might just do it again next year! Many thanks to Abby and 
Jameson Smith for donating pumpkins and to Beth Webb 
for loaning some decorations for the photo booth! The kids 
all loved the giant spider! –Barbara Connors 
   

Star Gazing at Notchview, November 11 

If the skies are clear, the members of the Arunah Hill 
Astronomy Club will be offering tours of the skies with their 
high-powered telescopes. The event is free to Trustees members 
and Windsor residents. It starts at 7PM outside the Notchview 
visitors’ center and runs until 9:30pm.    –Colin Harrington 
 

Birds Here & There 

Excerpts from the columns of Bob Wood, who entertained and educated us 
about birds in this space for many years. 

From November 2013 

Looking out my Windsor, I am amazed. I just came inside from 
scattering a generous amount of generic birdseed on the ground 
along the side of our road. Within a minute there were ten Dark-
eyed Juncos hopping about where the seed was scattered. 
Another minute later there were twenty and then thirty.  

Some years we will be visited by hundreds. It is quite 
entertaining to watch them. They are scrappy little birds that, in 
their aggressive stance, fan their tails so that the bright, white 
outer tail feathers are prominent. They chase and intimidate 
each other, often squaring off in mid-air as they compete for the 
best patches of ground in which to feed. “More squabbling than 
you would see on Jerry Springer,” I thought to myself. It is 
migration time for Juncos. 

Dark-eyed Juncos are year-round residents of our Windsor 
community. In summer, they are widespread across Canada and 
the northern tier of the United States. They also breed in the 
Appalachian Mountains as far south as Georgia. They like the 
higher elevations in the summer but will retreat into the valleys in 
the deep of winter.  

Juncos are grouped, along with Sparrows, Snow Buntings, 
Longspurs, and Towhees in the family EMBERIZIDAE. The 
Dark-eyed Junco has six recognizable sub-species, some of 
which were once considered full species. The subspecies that 
inhabits our area is the Slate-color Junco. 

 

Sense of Community 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what 

we give.”     —WINSTON CHURCHILL 
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Why I Love the Vehicle Excise Tax 

The Massachusetts vehicle excise tax has always 
seemed to me a fussy and irksome method of raising 
money. But my feelings changed last month, when I 
finally made it up to the room at the end of the upstairs 
hallway in the Windsor historical museum. Behind the 
battered dressmaker’s dummy and a box full of 
yellowing newspapers, lay a stack of outsized green 
notebooks labeled “Motor Vehicle Excise Taxes of the 
Town of Windsor” and dated between 1929 and 1936.  

For someone chasing the ghosts of Windsor history, this 
is true treasure…a list of every registered vehicle owned 
in town, its owner and assessed value, over a series of 
years, can tell us at least part of the story of Windsor in 
those years. 
There’s a lot to be 
gleaned here, from 
Colonel Arthur D. 
Budd’s fondness for 
the latest-model 
Locomobiles to a 
clear local 
preference for 
Chevrolet over 
Ford.  

For example, one of my favorite figures from Windsor’s 
past is the Rev. Euphemia Drysdale, the town’s first 
woman minister. I knew that she had grown up in North 
Adams, and worked as a child in one of the textile mills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the notebooks, I learned that in 1929, Drysdale 
was driving a 1924 Chevrolet two-seater valued at $40, 
on which she paid $1.19 in excise. I also learned that in 
1935, she was still rattling around in the same little 
car…adding to my view of her as a thrifty, hardy, and 
hardworking shepherd of souls.  

Oddly, there was another ordained woman minister 
making a mark in Windsor during those same years: the 
eccentric Ohio heiress Elisabeth C. T. Miller, ordained in 
the New Thought Faith. In the late 1920’s Miller 
purchased the former Upland Farm and proclaimed that 
here she would build a college for impoverished and 
disabled young people.  

The flowering and rapid fading of Miller’s extravagant 
plan is as neatly reflected in the tax register as 
Drysdale’s thrifty nature. At the start of 1929, Miller paid 
excise on three vehicles: a Chevy truck and two cars. A 
few months later, she paid taxes on six more: three 
trucks, two 1929 Packards (valued at almost $3,000 
each, in contrast to Drysdale’s $40 run-around!), a 1919 
Pierce Arrow. Then, from 1930 to 1933, her fleet fell to 
five. By 1934, she had only a single Chevy truck 
registered.  

I’m still digging for more excise-tax history gold…and if 
you are someone whose family might have owned a 
vehicle in town between 1929 and 1935, send me an 
email and I’ll tell you what they had! 
Susanphillips57@gmail.com.  --Susan Phillips 

mailto:Susanphillips57@gmail.com

