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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION to  

Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail check to:  
FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, MA 01270,  

or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Teresa & Leslie Allen / Jennie Drew 
Sue & Doug Edwards / Cyn & Marty Glendon  

 Joanne Haracz & George Pereira 
Susan & David Mongue / Sandie & David Zink 

 
 

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc.,    
a nonprofit public organization dedicated to fostering 
communication and supporting town organizations, 
activities, and projects that cultivate community. We 
welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum for 
promoting any particular religious or political position. 
The articles included do not necessarily reflect the views 
of FOW. We reserve the right to edit and deny 
publication on the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information as 
possible, we request that basic news items be limited to 
about 150 words. For submission of longer feature-
length articles related to appreciation of Windsor’s 
unique assets—our natural setting, people, and 
community—contact deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; 
Susan Edwards, director; Cindy Efinger, director;    
Val Kohn, director; Susan Phillips, co-editor. 
  
Paper Talk       
Wishing you warm and bright holidays. 
Welcome the return of the 
light….moment by moment! 
--Deborah 
 
 

 
 

 
FOW News 
 

The Buzz for 2018. We had a lively 
brainstorming session at our annual 
meeting held on November 9, with 
representatives of other community groups 
and residents joining the FOW board members. Our goal was to focus on 
activities that will promote community engagement and involve many 
Windsor committees and groups. Our geocaching program is coming 
along nicely and will be rolling out in 2018. The other idea that got 
everyone excited was a focus on preserving pollinators. 

Some of the ideas for a community-wide pollinator project included: 
planting a pollinator garden and/or establishing beehives in the town 
park; creating a special pollinator resource section in the library and 
having a reading/discussion group; a town beautification project focused 
on planting pollinator-friendly plants; monthly articles in WN&T and a 
pollinator project page on FOW’s website; and programs, plant sales, 
readings, classroom presentations, and workshops for kids and adults on 
pollinator-related issues—perhaps even a pollinator-themed town 
theater production! The ideas were flowing and 
FOW is excited to be a facilitator in this 
community-wide project. If you’re excited about 
the possibilities and would like to be part of it, 
please contact us—especially if you’re a local 
farmer, educator, or nature enthusiast.  

Annual Report.  Be sure to take a look at the colorful insert in this 
issue highlighting our 2017 accomplishments. All these activities were 
made possible by our dedicated donors and generous sponsors—thank 
you so much! On the pie chart, you can see that our support is coming 
from 18% of the households in Windsor. How about helping us get this 
up to 20%? Donations from 19 new households will get us there, so if 
you’ve never made a contribution to FOW, now’s the time! And for all of 
you who’ve contributed in the past, but haven’t made your 2017 gift yet, 
please make your tax-deductible contribution by the end of the month. 
(See our address at top of the column at left.) 

Give the Gift of a Windsor Landmarks Guide Map. Looking for 
the perfect stocking stuffer or gift to insert in a card for someone with a 
fondness for Windsor?  Our beautiful Windsor Landmarks Guide Map 
fits the bill! The folded maps are available at Friendly Fred’s and Sangar’s 
stores. We also have unfolded ones perfect for framing--just email 
fowindsor@gmail.com or call Patty at 684-3334. The cost for each map 
(folded or unfolded) is $4 and helps support the work we do. To get a 
peek at the map, visit our website (under Windsor Landmarks Project) 
or one of the stores. —Deborah Balmuth, FOW board member 

 

  

 
 

DEADLINE for 
JANUARY issue:   
Thursday, December 28 

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 
WN&T) 
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Town Clerk Notes 

Monday, December 11 is Newcomers 
Night at the Windsor Town Hall—
open to all residents. Windsor is 
known for fostering independent, self-
sufficient residents; others are nearby if 
needed, but leave you alone if not. It is 
also a warm community full of energy 
and civility. Please come welcome new 
residents who have moved, or are 
moving to Windsor, this year. Bring a 
dessert to share. Share your expertise 
and give support, as these new residents 
get settled into our community. Open to 
newbies and old timers alike. 

The Windsor Social Committee needs 
volunteers. The Social committee runs 
the monthly senior luncheons and acts 
as hospitality staff for our Town Hall 
shelter in times of crisis. 

The Board of Health is seeking a new 
member. Please consider serving if you 
have any expertise in this area. 

Santa’s mailbox has magically appeared 
at the Town Hall.  Drop letters to Santa 
in this magical mailbox. No stamp 
required, but letters must have a return 
address. Deadline is December 19. 

Seniors:  Remember that town 
transportation is available on 
Wednesdays 10-1, when you reserve a 
spot by the preceding Friday. To reserve, 
call the town clerkat  413-684-3811, ext 1 
or 910-620-0162. This is a great way to 
get out for your holiday shopping or for a 
festive outing. You could also visit 
friends at the nursing homes. Cost is $5. 

Windsor census forms will be in 
mailboxes early January. It is important 
to fill these out accurately and return 
them by return mail. Your children will 
not be registered for school unless they 
are listed on the current census. Non-
responders will be put on the inactive 
voter list. No dog license or transfer 
station sticker will be issued to anyone 
not on the current census list. It is 
important. 

I want to thank all the residents of Windsor. I 
have never felt such a feeling of belonging and 
support. Your enthusiasm is contagious. Thank 
you for making my job so much fun. Every day is 
an adventure. 

--Madeline Scully, Town Clerk 
 

Senior News 

Deep thanks and much gratitude to 
Barbara Giusti for heading up the Senior 
Luncheons for so many years. She’s 
taking a much-deserved break. She will 
be a tough act to follow. 

The luncheons will continue on the 
second Wednesday of each month 
starting in January under a slightly 
different format. Save the date 
Wednesday January 10 for the next one. 
More details will be forthcoming.            
–Mame Whelihan 
 

Thank you from Windsor 
Congregational Church 

Thank you to everyone for 
supporting us at our Pancake 
Breakfast! Thanks to your attendance 
and donations, we were able to raise 
enough funds to pay for our broken 
windows and help rebuild the 
parsonage roof. We are so grateful to 
have such loving neighbors and 
friends! Watch for more fun and 
yummy events coming up this year.    
--Heather Juby 
 

Windsor Police Report 
 

October: 45 Total Calls for service 

3 Warrants Served, 1 Arrest, 1 Summons 
Served 

3 Home Alarms, 1 Break and Entering, 1 
Motor Vehicle Accident 

Oher calls: wires down, tree across the 
road, suspicious persons, shots fired, 
Disabled Motor Vehicle, Erratic 
operation, Wellbeing checks 

November: 43 Total calls for service   

1 Summons Served, 4 Home Alarms, 1 
Larceny, 1 Arrest 

1 Domestic Dispute, 1 Vandalism, 2 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 

Oher calls: wires down, tree across the 
road, suspicious persons, shots fired 
Disabled Motor Vehicle, Erratic 
operation, Wellbeing checks 

--Chief Thomas Barnaby 

 

 

 
 

Van Rides for Medical 
Appointments 

If you need a ride to a health, wellness or 
medical appointment, you may be 
eligible for a free ride through a pilot 
program operating through December 
31, 2017. Call 499-0524 at least 48 hours 
prior to your appointment. The rides are 
offered by Council on Aging vans, 
available as capacity permits. 

This program is funded through a grant 
from the National Aging and Disability 
Transportation Center awarded to 
Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission & Age Friendly 
Berkshires.—Windsor Selectboard 

 

 

 

The Selectboard Corner 
 

 Usually, when MassDEP takes 
particular notice of a town’s transfer 
station, it’s not a good thing. But, every 
once in a while there is an exception and 
that happened at a recent meeting of the 
Central Berkshire Solid Waste 
Management District.  As reported by 
Doug McNally (Windsor’s 
commissioner to the district), MassDEP 
commended Windsor’s transfer station 
after a routine inspection of all the 
district’s transfer stations.  

The credit for our commendable transfer 
station goes to Larry Robert, who most 
of you know as Larry, our incredibly nice 
and helpful transfer station attendant.  
The praise from MassDEP takes into 
account general cleanliness, a well-
managed swap shop (re-use is the best 
form of recycling), and tightly filled and 
packed containers for paper recyclables. 
Efficient container packing saves tax 
dollars since Windsor pays a fixed price 
to transport them. Fewer trips for the 
same amount of recyclables equals 
savings.  

Thank you, Larry. You are a welcoming 
presence and efficient operator of the 
one institution in town that nobody can 
trash talk.  –Tim Crane, Selectboard Chairman 

 

 

 

Sense of Community 

“Alone we can do so little; together we 
can do so much.” — HELEN KELLER 



 

Remembering Norman Baker 

One of Windsor’s world-renowned treasures—adventurer/ 
explorer Norman Baker— died on November 22, when his 
single-engine, four-seat 1966 Cessa, which he was piloting solo, 
crashed in Vermont. Norman had taken off earlier that day from 
the Pittsfield airport, the home base for his plane. At the age of 
89, Norman was continuing to live every day to the fullest, 
vitally engaged with and enthusiastic about the world and 
opportunities for exploration and adventure. His passionate 
spirit and energy were so strong that I’m finding it hard to 
believe he is gone; his spirit certainly will live on in the 
inspiration he offered many of us. 

Norman loved sharing stories of his incredible ocean adventures 
when he was the navigator on the Ra expeditions of 1970, 
accompanying the famous explorer Thor Heyerdahl. Norman 
and his beloved wife, Mary Ann (who died in 2003), also often 
told the story of how they restored the Anne Kristine, a 19th 
century 95-foot schooner, which they sailed and hosted 
educational adventures on. The Anne Kristine perished in the 
Perfect Storm—the first time, Norman noted emphatically, that 
he had ever let anyone other than himself sail the boat (all the 
crew were rescued). Many of us were fortunate to hear Norman 
tell his stories, accompanied by slides and films, at the Windsor 
Town Hall in years past. 

Norman and Mary Ann loved their home on Tirrell Hill Road, 
where they often hosted lively parties and get-togethers 
including friends from their sailing days along with local 
friends. They were generous-hearted people who both 
embraced every moment of life with energy and enthusiasm.  

Norman had an insatiable curiosity about the world and a 
fearless drive to explore it. Every time I’d see him, he’d have a 
new story to tell about his latest travels, from backcountry 
canoe outings to perilous ski trips. Some years back, he invited 
several Windsorites to accompany him to the Explorers Club in 
New York, where we were awed by the three-story brownstone 
in the heart of Manhattan filled with memorabilia from some of 
the most famous and adventurous expeditions around the 
world. Norman was revered and in his element among these 
other explorers who shared his insatiable desire to take on 
extreme physical challenges in pursuit of seeing and 
experiencing more of the wonders of the natural world. 

Norman Baker was always up for a new adventure. I recently 
found a sweet note Mary Ann had written many years ago (in 
the late 1990s) with her submission of a news item for WN&T, 
saying: “Would it be of interest to let people know that Norm is performing 
at Lincoln Center in the New York Metropolitan Opera’s Carmen—doing 
16 shows—not singing, not dancing, but riding a fine horse across the 
stage—he’s on stage twice—in one act as a Picador and another a 
soldier—he’s living it. I wonder, is it the start of a new career for my 
adventurer? Maybe they’ll want him to fly an open cockpit plane in some 
opera?” 

From traveling for 57 days across the Atlantic in a reed boat to 
trotting across the stage of Lincoln Center on horseback and 
piloting his Cessna plane across the skies of New England, 
Norman exuded confidence, strength, and a contagious and 
inspiring exuberance for reaching new heights and exploring 
new depths of our amazing world.        --Deborah Balmuth 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

THE LUCK OF THE DRAW. I’d never been a card player, 
until Janet talked me into it. I knew very little about the 
game of “Pitch,” but she was quite a teacher. She was 
patient, but sighed quite a bit every time I made a stupid 
move, which was quite often. Then there’s Jim, Mr. 
Incorrigible. He didn’t sigh, he sneered, and he still does. I 
consider that a perk, and sneer right back at him. Grace 
somehow gets all the aces. I’m going to check her sleeves.   

I wish more people would play. It’s so much fun. S card 
sharks wouldn’t think so, but I like it this way. If I draw an 
ace and a deuce, I bid. Then I watch Mr. Incorrigible holding 
his head and sneering, “Lady, what did you bid on?” and 
groaning when I make it.  That’s the best part.   

So, please join us every Friday from 10 to 2, breaking for 
lunch at Noon. Our Police Department needs more room and 
will be expanding so we will be moving our game to the 
Town Hall Community Center. Our lucky table, along with 
the lucky chairs and the cushions Judy created for them, are 
moving there with us, even if we have to roll it across Route 
9 ourselves. We need all the Luck we can get. Come join us-- 
Janet will be your guide and we’ll all protect you from Mr. 
Incorrigible’s sneer. If you’re lucky, you’ll draw my Lucky 
Deuce first time out.  That’s called The Luck of the Draw. 

 

Birds Here & There 

Excerpts from the columns of Bob Wood, who entertained and educated us 
about birds in this space for many years. 

From Bob’s November 25, 2013 column: 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES comprise the bulk 
of what is coming to my feeder, and spending a 
lot of time taking turns there. A bird appears 
on the feeder, grabs a seed, and flies off to be 
immediately replaced by another bird. When the flock grows 
large, the birds are scattered in the branches of a nearby tree, 
each bird waiting for its turn to come to the feeder. One would 
almost swear that they were standing in a line out there, 
somewhere so regular is their procession. It is rare than an 
individual chickadee will remain on the feeder to eat multiple 
seeds, like other species of birds do. this is one reason I like to 
offer shelled sunflower kernels. their feeding habits seem so 
labor-intensive that I don’t want to further burden them by 
making them hammer away at the hull to get the kernel.  

Black-capped Chickadees are members of the Titmouse family, 
Paridae. There are seven species of Chickadees in North 
America. They all look quite similar with their dark caps and 
throats, separated by a white cheek. The range of the Black-
capped Chickadee extends across the northern half of the 
United States and up into southern Canada and the southern 
two-thirds of Alaska.  

Black-capped Chickadees are bold and hardy little birds. 
During a daytime blizzard, they will still come to the feeder. 
They are cavity-nesters and spend the cold winter nights in the 
shelter of a tree cavity. Like other birds that remain in bitter 
cold regions during the winter, Black-capped Chickadees 
survive by shivering as they sleep, to keep their body 
temperature constant.  
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Coasting to Dalton with Col. Budd 

Last month I wrote about the local-history gold buried in 
Windsor’s tax collection records. Among other replies, I 
received the following from Peter Utz – a wonderful 
sketch of the notoriously irascible Col. Arthur D. Budd, 
who assembled much of the property that is now 
Notchview.   

------------------ 

Susan, 

I read the latest Windsor Now and Then, and the article 
about Col. Budd's cars took me back in time. I was his 
chauffeur one summer. 

I was about 17, making the year about 1962.  To save 
for college, I was working a 
summer job on the Budd estate, 
doing general labor, a little bit of 
everything. Col. Budd asked if I 
would drive him to Great 
Barrington. Anything was better 
than throwing bales of hay onto a 
truck all day long, or lawn 
mowing, or weeding the garden, 
so I leaped at the opportunity. I 
forget what kind of car we used, I 
think it was a jeep or something 
similar.         Young Peter Utz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I recall him asking me to coast down the hills to save 
gas, a skill he learned in WWI, and a practice I 
maintained for all my years until I moved to flat 
Florida. Back then, before power steering and power 
brakes, one could slip into neutral and shut off the 
engine for a quiet glide down Route 9 from Estes store 
to well into Dalton, with maybe one boost near 
Flintstone Road. He would have me park outside a hotel 
on the main street in GB and wait a couple hours while 
he visited someone inside. I didn't ask any questions. 
He gave me lunch money. 

Col. Budd had a reputation about town as being mean 
and miserly. He always treated me fine and paid an 
appropriate wage at the time (I think about $1.25/hr) for 
an unskilled kid. The lunch money was an unexpected 
treat. 

------------------ 

Without further speculation on Col. Budd’s Great 
Barrington errands, I want to say thank you, Peter, for 
sharing! What a great glimpse at a man who, in the 
formal historical record, is hedged about by military 
medals, fortune, and a somewhat fierce demeanor.        
--Susan Phillips 

 

 


