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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS 

NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 

DONATION to Friends of Windsor, Inc., 

mail check to: FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, 
Windsor, MA 01270, or email: 
fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Anonymous / Donald & David Alderman 

Deborah Balmuth & Colin Harrington 

Sue & Dan Berry / Ron Bilodeau 

Cathy & Willie Blake / Jean & John Boyle  

Ellen Brickle / Sharon & Donald Briggs 

Marilyn & Patrick Burke /Susan & John Burke 

Barbara & John Connors / Deborah Creer  

Jo & Ken Cyr / Peg & Michael Daniels 

Rev. Levi Davenport 

Allison Druin & Ben Bederson / Joseph Duda 

Sue & Doug Edwards / Jane Emerson 

Ruth Estes / Chris & Ronnie Forgea 

Bernice Filkins / Karen & Reed Fuller 

Cathy & John Garcia 

Joanne Haracz & George Pereira 

Jeanette & John Horton 

Holly Higinbotham & Bob Wood 

Mary Beth & Jim Iwanowicz / Arthur Jackson 

Deborah & Edwin Jacques /Ray Kerns 

Paula & Lawrence Kordana 

Kathleen & Scott Lee 

Melody B. & Dave Lincoln 

Marnie & Bob Meyers 

Jamie & Joe Moncecchi 

Len Price / Irene & Donald Pringle 

Sue & Charlie Riley / Barbara Stanton 

Kim Tobin & John Jones 

Suzanne Towne & John Cramer 

Grace & Douglas Walter / Cynthia White 

John J. White / Sandie & David Zink 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

Carolyn Mongue Lee, in memory of Fred & 
Gladys Mongue and Fred & Margaret Mongue 

 

Barbara & Hal Westwood, in memory of Carolyn 
& Arnold Westwood 

 
Paper Talk 
 

I often tell friends that what I love about living in 
Windsor is the constant reminder that community 
is simply what the people who live here create—
and what a community we’ve created! Together 
we have a lot to be grateful for, and a promising 
2017 ahead. --Deborah 

Happy New Year! Looking Forward with Wonder  
 

It’s New Year’s Day, and I just returned from an invigorating, mind-
clearing cross-country ski. Andy Goldsworthy got it right when he said, 
“Snow provokes responses that reach right back to childhood.” We’re 
so lucky here in Windsor, living close enough to the natural world to 
experience the marvels of seasonal change. Wonder inspires a sense of possibility, 
and seasonal renewal reminds us to hope. Such perspectives can be especially 
helpful in difficult times.  

So, in the spirit of wonder, possibility, renewal and hope, I’m pleased to tell you 
that FOW has been awarded a grant from the Central Berkshire Fund of the 
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation to support our 2017 project, OUR 
TOWN: Growing Community in Windsor. With a goal of expanding opportunities for 
younger generations to connect more deeply with our town, we’ll be creating an 
in-depth geocache program for our 24 Windsor Landmarks signs, professionally 
producing an inspiring 3-minute video celebrating Windsor’s iconic features and 
unique community spirit, and, in partnership with The Trustees and support from 
a Windsor Cultural Council grant, hosting a fun-filled summer celebration at 
Notchview for youth, young families, millennials, and the young at heart.  

As I reflect back on our accomplishments in 2016, in particular our FLASHBACKS 
project—from the fabulous monthly features in Windsor Now & Then and on our 
website to our gorgeous Windsor Landmarks Map and the spirited mid-summer 
celebration that filled East Windsor Chapel to capacity—I’m amazed and 
grateful. Grant awards are crucial for large projects such as these, but without 
your support we simply couldn’t do everything else we do, such as publishing 
monthly issues of WN&T, producing Windsor’s handsome little phone book, and 
supporting community efforts like the Library Book Drop makeover you can read 
about in this issue. Your response to our December appeal was phenomenal! Close 
to 50 households sent us contributions, including many first-time donors and a 
heartening number of new residents; and those little envelopes are still trickling 
in. Your encouragement is what keeps us motivated to aim high, then higher.  

Thank you, all. We have so much to look forward to.   
Happy New Year!  
Patty 
 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc. a nonprofit public organization 
dedicated to fostering communication and supporting town organizations, activities, and 
projects that cultivate community. We welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum for promoting any particular religious or 
political position. The articles included do not necessarily reflect the views of FOW. We 
reserve the right to edit and deny publication on the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information as possible, we request that basic news 
items be limited to about 150 words. For submission of longer feature-length articles 
related to appreciation of Windsor’s unique assets—our natural setting, people, and 
community—contact deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; Susan Edwards, graphics; Val 
Kohn, director; Susan Phillips, co-editor; Diane Sturtevant, treasurer.

 

 

DEADLINE for  
FEBRUARY issue: 
Thursday, January 26  
Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 

WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com


 

UPDATE: How 
Affordable is 
Solar? 

Here is what your Windsor neighbors, 
who have Solar Energy tell us: 
--Polly Ryan-Lane qualified for a Mass 
Solar Loan which paid for 30% of the cost. 
Add that to the federal and state 
incentives, Polly is paying for only 40% of 
the total cost of the panels. She predicts 
she’ll pay off the entire loan in 2-4 years.    
--Diane & Charles Sturtevant have a 
7.8kW system roof mounted on a 
detached garage. With monthly savings 
and SRECs they have recovered 40% of 
their investment in just 3 years.  
 --Janet Bradley and Doug McNally, who 
power their home and barns with a 13.5 
kW ground-mounted system, estimate 
they’ve received $6,000 of free electricity 
and will soon be ahead by $10,000.   
 

Tax Incentives:  state- $1,000, Federal- 
30%. Check out: www.solarloan.com   
Free Site Assessment. After reviewing 
your property, SunBug will provide a 
written proposal. They can also connect 
you with an approved Mass Solar Loan 
credit union. Apply online at 
http://sunbugsolar.com (WCGW in 
search box); or e-mail request to 
solarizewindsor@gmail.com (subject line 
insert Free Site Assessment); or contact 
Sunbug at arron.simms@sunbugsolar.com  
Remember this group purchasing 
agreement ends April 30, 2017. 
 

Progress as of 12/25/16:   
250 residents in the four participating 
towns have signed up for a site 
assessment. 50 Site assessments have 
been completed, and 5 signed contracts.  
.   

Town Snow Policies 
Town policy states that vehicles cannot 
be parked on a town road or within 10’ of 
the side of a town road during and up to 
four hours after a snow event.  Vehicles 
parked within these guidelines endanger 
town property and your vehicle. 

Please do not plow snow into or across 
town roadways. Thank you for your 
cooperation.  –Windsor Highway Department 

 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY 

Living in a rural setting exposes you to 
so many marvelous things — the natural 
world and the particular texture of 
small-town life, and the exhilarating 
experience of open space.  —SUSAN ORLEAN  

Windsor Church News 
MOVING FORWARD TOWARD PINPOINTS 

OF LIGHT: We are entering a time when 
the choices we make will have long 
lasting impact. This goes far beyond 
political preferences. It’s about building 
community: who we are, how we treat 
other people, and the legacy we give to 
the next generation. What actions can we 
take together that touch a neighbor? How 
can we be involved in our community? 
What new things can we accomplish 
together? What actions can we take 
together that enrich the lives of the 
people who live closest to us?  
 

On a cold, clear winter night, the 
pinpoints of starry light never grow 
old. In the warmth of a summer evening, 
the whimsical fireflies bring smiles to our 
faces. These two images amazed us as 
kids.  As adults we can see the light and 
life in each other’s eyes. And this calls us 
to become involved with each other.   
 

So let’s have a community potluck dinner 
to cure our winter cabin fever. This is an 
invitation to do this around the theme of 
the presidential inauguration. Talk about 
moving out of our comfort zones!  How 
about doing this in the 1st week of 
February (“the month of love”).  It isn’t 
about politics or religion.  It’s about 
caring about each other. Who’s in?  
 Contact me and we’ll get the ball rolling. 
--Rev. Alex Hunter cell/text: 513-344-6690 
revalexhunter@gmail.com  
 

Town Clerk Notes 

New Town Clerk Hours at the Town 
Offices: Monday 5-8pm, Tuesday and 
Thursday 10-2.  

New Tax Collector/Treasurer hours: 
Monday 9-3 & 6-8pm; Wednesday 6-8pm  

Assessor hours remain on Monday 6:30-
7:30, Wed/Friday 10-4  

The mailboxes for town clerk, 
Selectboard, Friends of Windsor and 
inspectors are now drop boxes. Please 
drop any material intended for the 
recipient into the appropriate slot, but do 
not put outgoing mail in these slots. The 
new silver mailboxes have a clearly 
marked space for public outgoing mail.  

Windsormass.com has won the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association's 
Municipal Website Award for category 4 
(population under 5000). The award will 
be presented at the MMA Annual 
Meeting January 23, 2017.  

Census Forms will be arriving in your 
mailbox sometime this month. Please 

complete immediately and return in the 
provided stamped envelope asap. Last 
year about 20% of Windsor residents 
returned them by mail.   

For January, the internet café will be 
open Wednesdays 5-8pm. There will be 
rehearsals and readings for the 
melodrama, “Way Way Off Broadway” at 
some sessions. Please come act!. As usual 
the business center is open 24/7.  

Nomination Papers are available from 
the town clerk for the following offices on 
the ballot in May: Selectboard, 3-year 
term (Doug McNally’s seat and he will be 
running) * Cemetery * Constable   * 
Finance (2 openings) * Library Trustee * 
Planning Board * Tree Warden * 
Moderator  

There are also many committees looking 
for new energy including Parks/Rec, 
Historical, and many more -- Please 
consider serving your town.  

For the most up-to-date daily news on 
what’s happening in town, please 
consider viewing the Windsor, 
MA Facebook page. It is not necessary to 
join the page to read the entries. 
Information about school closings, road 
problems, power issues or other timely 
issues in town can be found there.               
--Madeline Scully, Town Clerk 

 

Selectboard Corner 

 Madeline Scully, in addition to being 
Town Clerk, is a volcano of energy, 
enthusiasm, and ideas.  Just before the 
Holidays she gave each Selectboard 
member a Christmas card. On it was a list 
of accomplishments going back over the 
last 18 months with the words, “you 
should be very proud.” 
I am proud, and especially appreciative of 
Madeline taking the time to compile the 
list and to be such an important 
participant in bringing many of these 
accomplishments to fruition.   
With the New Year comes renewed 
encouragement for all residents to 
become engaged and involved with your 
town. You can read about opportunities 
in Madeline’s Town Clerk Notes. My 
contribution to cheerleading for 
community engagement is to point out 
the positive energy flowing about the 
town offices.  

The chance to be infected with positive 
energy is my strongest argument for 
getting involved. It’s fun, rewarding, and 
you get to feel proud. –Tim Crane



 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

I hope everyone's Christmas Holiday was as 
wonderful as mine.  It was rather different this 
year, starting with the cross-country arrival of my 
number one grandson.  

Kind of awesome that number one's journey from 
the far West coast took not much longer than 
number two's from the near East coast.  The 
blending of kids and grandkids is so special, 
especially at Christmas. While I am happy and 
proud for the lives they lead I do wish time would 
stand still for a little longer.  

 I had saved and frozen some of Jim's infamous 
turnip which I unwillingly shared at dinner. A 
new and fun tradition this year – Kim presented 
us with an eighteen pound Champagne 
squash. Yes, eighteen pounds. It was 
fantastic. The day after Christmas my own 
number one son, who loves to cook, oversaw the 
group making of a squash soup that was, to use a 
much-used word, awesome. The kitchen was 
filled, and I do mean filled, with all sorts of cooks, 
onlookers, critics, and best of all – tasters. Count 
me as one of the tasters. I was afraid to get in the 
middle of the soup-chaos for fear I'd either get 
trampled or end up in the soup.  

 Besides all the games we played, which I lost 
most of the time.....no all of the time, the highlight 
of  one of the nights was my West coast 
grandson’s juggling act. I always considered 
juggling as not so difficult. I was wrong. It was so 
cool. Maybe I should learn and practice for the 
next Senior luncheon.  It would be called, “Clear 
the Deck luncheon.”  

Christmas Eve service at the Windsor church 
was great, but the weather outside turned 
frightful.  Windsor's reputation for wind remains 
unchallenged.  I couldn't open the car door and 
the wind beneath my wings was absolutely 
scary. I thought for one wild moment I was going 
to see the town from a lofty view.  I was very glad 
to get home to my flannel nightgown. 

 When the light of my life grandson was leaving 
for the airport and I was wearing my “wish you 
could stay longer with your sad grandmother” 
face he said, “Don't say good-bye, say see you 
later” and that's what I did.  

 Onward and upward – here comes a new year.  

 
Senior News 

 

The December 14 luncheon was held at Ozzie’s in 
Hinsdale. It was great to see a lot of our regulars 
back.  January 11 will be our next one. We’re 
eager to have newcomers join us, and new ideas 
for themed luncheons are always welcome. What 
are your thoughts on an ethnic luncheon.....Italian 
Pasta Party, Polish cuisine with Polka music (the 
Birchfields could dance), Asian, or maybe even 
Moroccan?! 

FOW News  
You can now return books to the Windsor Library by 
entrusting them to the colorful hands of town 
children, who collaborated with adult helpers to 
adorn the refurbished and repainted Book Drop with 
their handprints. The box is back in its customary spot outside the town 
office/library building. This fun community project was sponsored by FOW and 
supported by the library. Thanks to Tim Crane and Bob and Steven Meyers for 
their hard work, and to the children and their parents for taking part.   
Yes, there will be summer. And there will be music. Local duo Easy Ridin’ Papas 
are tuning up for a community concert hosted by FOW at the East Windsor 
Chapel on a date to be determined in August. Berkshire County native Will 
Conklin and Texas transplant Adam Brown play a mix of American roots music 
including country blues, western swing, and more, along with original 
compositions. Thanks to the Windsor Cultural Council for supporting this gig! 
–Susan Phillips 

 

 
Birds Here & There         By Bob Wood    January 1, 2017 
 

In my last column, I presented a challenge that my wife, Holly, concocted to 
have you note the birds you saw so we could have our own Windsor “Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC).” Today, while Holly is in southern Berkshire County 
participating in that area’s New Year’s Bird Count, I am tabulating our count.   
Actually, the tabulating isn’t very hard. Unless some of you are withholding 
your birds, I only have to count our birds and those reported by Peggy Roy, the 
only other person who submitted a list (a shout-out here to Peggy!).   

We three participants had a total of 15 species in town. Peggy had four species 
in her yard: Black-capped Chickadee, American Goldfinch, Downy Woodpecker 
and Blue Jay. We counted not only in our yard but drove around town, checking 
the Moran and spying on yard feeders that we could see from the road.   

We found other expected species at feeders or in yards: Tufted Titmouse, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Mourning Dove, White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, American Crow, and European Starling. We found an American Tree 
Sparrow, one of the prettiest sparrows around, in my mind, and a regular winter 
resident here in Windsor. It’s usually found in brush, along roads or in fields, 
and occasionally feeds on seed dropped from feeders. We had 37 Wild Turkeys 
on Peru Road milling about in a yard, probably eating dropped birdseed. We 
had Common Ravens flying and calling.  

Our highlight of the day was a Rough-legged Hawk, flying along the eastern 
tree-line on Route 8A at the Moran. This is a regular winter visitor in our parts, 
but not one you see every day, for sure.  

So what didn’t we see? Well, we didn’t trek down into the fields at the Moran 
so we didn’t see a Northern Shrike, which regularly winters here and is often 
seen by those who walk there. We did not find any Snow Buntings flying up 
from the sides of the road, where they often feed on the sandy grit (which helps 
their digestion). And we didn’t have any Horned Larks, which are often found in 
flocks even in snow-covered fields, feeding on grass seed and other vegetation.  

We didn’t have any winter finches: Purple Finch (usually found at Windsor 
feeders, but not seen much since October), Pine Siskins (a boreal species 
becoming more common in our area), or Common or Hoary Redpolls (found 
here in winters when there are irruptions due to lack of food farther north).    

We had no owls or other raptors besides the Rough-legged Hawk. We didn’t 
have Northern Cardinals—they seem to move into the valleys for the winter. 
And we didn’t have any other sparrows: they too seem to vacate our town for 
more temperate climes in the valley, where they can more easily find food.   

So, to compare our 15 species to the totals of other CBC’s in our area: the 
Central Berkshire Count on December 18 had 52 species in the 15-mile radius 
around Pittsfield, and the Southern Berkshire CBC had 52 or 53 species. All of 
which proves, as we all know, that Windsor is a community where only the 
hardiest of souls choose to live!  
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JANUARY 2017 HAPPENINGS 
    TO POST WINDSOR EVENTS, EMAIL SANDIE ZINK: SANDIE1273@YAHOO.COM 

Sun Jan 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! Tue Jan 24  6:30 pm Women’s Fellowship (Parsonage) 

Mon Jan 2 7 pm Fire Practice (Fire Dept.) Wed Jan 25 5 – 8 pm Internet Café (Town Hall) 

Tue Jan 3  6:30 pm Women’s Fellowship (Parsonage) Fri Jan 27 10 am Cards (Town Offices) 

Wed Jan 4 5 – 8 pm Internet Café (Town Hall) Sat Jan 28 10 am Windsor Mtn Crafters (Town Hall) 

 6 pm Finance Committee Meeting (Town 
Offices) 

Sun Jan 29 10 am Windsor Congregational Church 

 6:30 pm Windsor Book Club (Parsonage)  11:15 Lunch Potluck & Discussion (Church) 

Fri Jan 6 10 am Cards (Town Offices) Mon Jan 30 7 pm Fire Practice (Fire Dept.) 

Sat Jan 7 10 am Windsor Mtn Crafters (Town Hall)   

 7 pm Brew Moon Ski & Snowshoe (Notchview)            A PEEK INTO FEBRUARY… 

Sun Jan 8 10 am Windsor Congregational Church Wed Feb 1 6:30 pm Windsor Book Club (Parsonage) 

Mon Jan 9  7 pm WVFA Business Meeting (Fire Dept.) Sat Feb 4 7 pm Brew Moon Ski & Snowshoe (Notchview) 

Tue Jan 10  6:30 pm Women’s Fellowship (Parsonage) Sun Feb 5 10 a Ecology Snowshoe Trek (Tamarack Hollow) 

Wed Jan 11 11:30 Sr. Luncheon [Town Hall] Sat Feb 11 6 pm Pizza & Owl Prowl (Notchview) 

 5 – 8 pm Internet Café (Town Hall) Tue Feb 14 7 pm Snowshoe, Beer & Chocolate (Notchview) 

Fri Jan 13 10 am Cards (Town Offices) Sat Feb 18 2p Smartphone Winter Photography (Notchview) 

Sat Jan 14 10 am Windsor Mtn Crafters (Town Hall)   

Sun Jan 15 10 am Windsor Congregational Church   

Mon Jan 16 7 pm Fire Practice (Fire Dept.)  FOR MORE COLORFUL & DETAILED 

Tue Jan 17  6:30 pm Women’s Fellowship (Parsonage)              EVENT INFORMATION: 

Wed Jan 18 5 – 8 pm Internet Café (Town Hall)          

Fri Jan 20 10 am Cards (Town Offices)               VISIT OUR ONLINE  

Sat Jan 21 10 AM WINTER TRAILS DAY! (NOTCHVIEW)          COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

 10 am Windsor Mtn Crafters (Town Hall)                                 at 

 7 pm Game Night! (Notchview)              

Sun Jan 22 10 a Ecology Snowshoe Trek (Tamarack 
Hollow) 

          FRIENDSOFWINDSOR.COM 

Mon Jan 23 7 pm Fire Practice (Fire Dept.)          

    


