
  

Judge Barker Leads the Way 
  Preceding grander developments 
fueled by larger fortunes, there was 
the Windsor Club, headed by 
prominent Pittsfield jurist and avid 
outdoorsman Judge James M. 
Barker.  
  Barker purchased a farm and land 
on Shaw Road sometime in the 1890s 
for the use of the Club.   
   “Judge James M. Barker and a 
score of Pittsfield gentlemen have 
here an estate for their 
holidaying…where these visitors 
come to summer enjoyments, to 
picnic in the silences and splendors of 
summer loveliness,” said a 1904 
article in the Berkshire Hills 
magazine. 
  Today, Notchview hikers can see 
remains of the Club’s picnic pavilion 
at the high point known as Judge’s 
Fort on Judge’s Hill.  

FLASHBACKS 
A Celebration of THE HISTORY OF Windsor, MA 

   Check friendsofwindsor.com for an 
expanded web presentation on 
Charles H. Ball, the topic of 
FLASHBACKS, Volume 1.   
   Thanks to the Central Berkshire 
Fund of Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation for making 
this project possible! 

Windsor’s High (Altitude) Society 
  Butlers in livery, gardens modeled on Versailles, an eccentric and spendthrift heiress…Windsor did have its glittering 
social moment, appropriately centered on what is now Notchview, preserved by the Trustees of Reservations for everyone’s 
skiing, snowshoeing and hiking enjoyment. High ground indeed.   
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   Judge Barker’s death in 1905 
essentially spelled an end to club 
activity. But he had started 
something bigger. 
 
Upland Farm/Highland Farm 
   It was through his friendship with 
Barker that Gen. Alfred E. Bates of 
Washington D.C., at that time 
Paymaster General for the U.S. 
Army, came to join the Windsor Club. 
With family roots in the area, Bates 
and his wife decided to buy near the 
club property, and with Barker’s 
guidance acquired the former 
Holbrook farm and three other 
properties. By 1910, they owned 1,200 
acres.  
   The Bates summered in Windsor 
until General Bates retired in 1905. 
Then it was time to take up residence, 
and to renovate. Amateur architect 
Louise Bumpus, who was also Bates’ 
cousin, designed a three-story 
addition, which included an enormous 
music room.  The resulting estate was 
known variously as Upland Farm and 
Highland Farm. 
   “They had liveried coachmen, 
butlers and maids. They hosted large 
parties, including one at which 
Theodore Roosevelt was rumored to 
be a guest,” according to a history of 
the property in the Trustees of 
Reservations’ Notchview records.   
   Sadly, those glory days were short-
lived. General Bates died in 1909, 
even before the estate was complete. 
Mrs. Bates sold it to Elisabeth C. T. 
Miller in the 1920s.  

 
Helenscourt    
   While the Bates family was 
entertaining in fine style, neighbor 
Helen Gamwell Ely was embarking 
on her own grand plans nearby, 
starting with the purchase of the 
Norman Miner property in 1909.   
  Ely was an impressive woman: an 
1887 graduate of Smith College who 
rose to become superintendent of the 
Rochester City Hospital in New York 
state. She married Dr. William S. 
Ely, head of the hospital’s medical 
staff. 
   Dr. Ely died in 1912, but Helen Ely 
seems to have found her home, and 
by 1914 it was her turn for a grand 
renovation. Louise Bumpus was once 
again called upon, and the result 
was a 24-room mansion with the 
obligatory music room, 10 fireplaces, 
a library, a gun room, map 
room…and terraced gardens 
“modeled after those at the palace of 
Versailles.” The mansion was known 
as Helenscourt. [continued over]   

Judge’s Fort, photo S. Minnich 

The clubhouse is gone, but the 
location is marked by one of the 
historical signs put up by the 
Friends of Windsor last year. Compiled from many sources, especially Bernard Drew’s “A History of Notchview” 



 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Both General Bates (left) and Colonel Budd (right) 
were military men of national renown, and West 
Point graduates. Bates fought in the Indian wars 
and was considered master of cavalry tactics. 
During the Spanish-American war, he served as 
military attaché to the American Embassies in 
London and Paris; later he was appointed 
Paymaster General of the Army.  

WINDSOR WARRIORS 

ARTISANAL MAPLE SYRUP, 
1940’S STYLE 

A 1941 ad for Notch View Farm maple syrup 
sounds like it could have been written today, 
with locavore foodies in mind: the sap 
“gathered in scrupulously clean buckets 
emptied every day, expertly evaporated over 
seasoned, hardwood fires…this year our crew 
is tapping only 987 finest upland rock and 
black maples…” Only the price gives it away: 
$3.25 per gallon. 

Let’s make FLASHBACKS a community effort! If 
you have historical information, artifacts, photos or 
ideas for us, please share them. E-mail Susan 
Phillips at susanphillips57@gmail.com. 

Arthur D. Budd was judged to be “the second-most decorated World War I veteran in the country,” many of them for 
service in the grueling campaigns of the American Expeditionary Force. In addition to his many U.S. military honors, 
he was awarded the French Croix de Guerre. There is a plaque in the small town of Tannay lauding Budd as a liberator 
for his role in driving out the Germans during the Meuse-Argonne offensive. There is even a “Rue Colonel Budd.”      

[Helenscourt continued] 
Louise Bumpus was once again called upon, and the result was a 24-
room mansion with the obligatory music room, 10 fireplaces, a library, 
a gun room, map room…and terraced gardens “modeled after those at 
the palace of Versailles.” The mansion was known as Helenscourt.   
  In 1920, Helen Ely married Lt. Col. Arthur D. Budd in London. 
(Interestingly, Budd was a witness to the signing of the Treaty of 
Versailles in 1919.) 
  When Budd retired in 1932 he enthusiastically embraced the mission 
of improving and expanding the estate, which at some point was 
renamed Notch View Farm. Budd seemed to revel in the place, 
wandering the trails with his dogs, cross-country skiing, launching 
agricultural schemes.   
  Helen Budd died in 1958 at the age of 93. Arthur Budd married 
Dorothy F. Whitney in 1964, and died one year later. He left Notch 
View Farm to the Trustees of Reservations with life use of the house 
and grounds for his widow, who died in 1985. 

The Heiress 
As the Budds were transforming Helenscourt, the Bates’ 
Upland Farm was undergoing its own transformation. 
After Elisabeth C. T. Miller purchased the property in the 
1920’s, she quickly added five additional properties, 
including the former Windsor Club. The new estate was 
renamed Friendship Farms.  
  Miller had inherited $7 million from her Ohio 
industrialist father - about $130 million today. She was an 
ordained minister in the New Thought Faith, and seems 
to have been a woman with a powerful desire to do good, 
but whose enthusiasms outran her management abilities 
and her fortune.    
  In Cleveland, she belonged to dozens of clubs and 
organizations. She was a pillar of the Ohio Republican 
Party and once ran for US Senate. She founded a high 
school in India. She sent an archaeologist to the Yucatan 
to search for relics. On the flip side, she was frequently 
sued. Even the archaeologist sued her, saying he nearly 
starved in the jungle when she failed to send funds. She 
had tax disputes with Windsor, and spent years in 
litigation with Pittsfield’s England Bros. department store 
over the purchase of a piano.  
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  In 1927 Miller announced that she would soon open a 
college for 500 young men and women “handicapped for 
lack of funds or physical ailments.” The college would 
provide vocational and technical education. Also planned: a 
cultural resort where “business men and women from New 
York and other large cities may find rest, recreation, and an 
atmosphere of enlightenment.” Nothing was built. Mrs. 
Miller went on to other projects. However, she did hold on 
to her Windsor home and was preparing to return here for 
the summer when she died in 1951. Col. Budd quickly 
acquired it, which essentially completed the outlines of 
Notch View Farm. 


