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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 

DONATION to Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail 

check to: FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, 
MA 01270, or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Ron Bilodeau / Patty & Tim Crane  

Mary E. Hamilton  

Barbara Gaskalka MacEwan  

Linda & Ronald McGuirk 

Joan M. Parrott/ Audree Pospisil 

Ruth E. Uhlendorff  

Heather & Mike Zanolli 

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc.  
a nonprofit public organization dedicated to fostering 
communication and supporting town organizations, 
activities, and projects that cultivate community. We 
welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum 
for promoting any particular religious or political 
position. The articles included do not necessarily 
reflect the views of FOW. We reserve the right to edit 
and deny publication on the basis of length or 
content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information 
as possible, we request that basic news items be 
limited to about 150 words. For submission of 
longer feature-length articles related to appreciation 
of Windsor’s unique assets—our natural setting, 
people, and community—contact 
deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-
editor; Susan Edwards, graphics; Val Kohn, 
director; Susan Phillips, co-editor; Diane 
Sturtevant, treasurer. 
 

Paper Talk 
Drama, maple, red-winged blackbirds, and corned 
beef & cabbage—the signs of spring are all 
around us!       --Deborah 

 

Friends of Windsor News 
 

JOIN IN THE FUN! We’re beyond excited 
about this year’s project, OUR TOWN, which 
will expand opportunities for younger 
generations to connect more deeply with this 
community.  

The video production is well underway, we’re closing in on a strategy for the 
geocache program, and detailed plans are already being laid for our mid-July 
celebration at Notchview. We sure could use your help! If there are any 
geocachers out there (or geocaching wanna-be’s) we’d love to hear from you. 
Experience is welcome but certainly not necessary.  

And we need to line up a corps of volunteers to help us prepare for the 
summer celebration—mostly fun stuff like clearing a small loop of trail, 
building several branch forts, a wee bit of sewing, and a long list of small ways 
to help out on the big day itself. To learn more, contact us by email at 
fowindsor@gmail.com or call Patty at 413-770-4688.  

NOT YOUR RUN-OF-THE MILL CALENDAR Just another reminder that you 
can find the now fully online Community Calendar on our website at 
http://www.friendsofwindsor.com/communitycalendar/. It not only gives you 
a quick overview of monthly happenings, but when you roll your cursor over 
an event date, more detailed information and/or links appear. And if you click 
on the beautiful images, you just might find a hidden message, quote, or even 
lines of poetry! You’ll also find the most updated listing of community and 
Town Office hours. To list an event, email Sandie1273@yahoo.com  

YES WE CAN Your support is what keeps our little all-volunteer engine 
running! We are so grateful for the generosity so many of you show Friends of 
Windsor year after year, and are especially heartened by the growing number 
of first-time donors, including many of our town’s newest residents. So far this 
year, 13% of households who receive Windsor Now & Then have contributed.  

If we raised that to 25%, imagine how much more we could do for this 
community. I have faith that we can achieve this together. Won’t you help us? 
Every contribution is deeply appreciated, no matter what size. –Patty Crane 

Windsor has a Dinner Theater! 
PERFORMANCE APRIL 7 AT 7PM  

 
Way Way Off Broadway, a melodrama by Betty 
Tracy Huff, will be performed April 7 at the Town 
Hall, by the newly formed Windsor Players. 
Dinner will be served at 6:30 with the play 
performance starting at 7PM. Come join the fun.  
 
Tickets are $7. To reserve your seat call Cindy 631-
553-6070, Jane 413-575-0745, or Barbara 860-965-
6594. Space is limited to 50 tickets so call early! 
Come watch the rehearsals or get involved at the 
Internet Café on Wednesday night 5-8pm.

 
 

DEADLINE for  APRIL 
issue: Friday, March 24  

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 

WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com
http://www.friendsofwindsor.com/communitycalendar/
mailto:Sandie1273@yahoo.com


 

Town Clerk Notes 
Town Clerk Hours: Monday 5-8, Tuesday/Thursday 
10-2 or call 910-620-0162 for other availability. 

Dog Licenses are available at the Town Office during 
town clerk hours, at the 4/8 election and the 5/8 
election. Cost is $10 ($5 if spayed/neutered). Please 
bring proof of rabies vaccination. (I have all those 
renewing on file) All Windsor dogs must be licensed 
by June 1, 2017. 
 

Annual Town Meeting May 1, 2017 

Annual Town Election Monday May 8, 

2017 

There are open seats for Moderator, Selectboard, 
Constable, Finance Committee (2 candidates), 
Cemetery Commission, Planning Board (2 
candidates), Library Trustee and Tree Warden. 
Please consider using your talents to 
improve/support your town. Nomination papers are 
available in my office and will be due back by 
March 20, 2017. We really need finance people. 

Last day to register to vote at the ATM or election is 
April 10, 2017. You may register in person during 
regular clerk hours or online at windsormass.com. 

There will be a special election April 8, 

2017 10-4 at the Town Hall. The election is 
sponsored by the Central Berkshire Regional School 
District. Residents will be given the chance to vote 
on the district spending $850,000 on a feasibility 
study to decide to renovate or remodel Wahconah 
Regional High School. More information will follow 
in the April WN&T. Watch for informational 
meetings sponsored by the district to explain the 
ballot question. The last day to register to vote in this 
election is March 20, 2017. 

DON’T FORGET TO RETURN YOUR CENSUS FORM!      

-Madeline Scully, Town Clerk 

 

Senior News 
The February Senior Luncheon has come and gone 
with less than average attendance, probably due to 
the weather.  Only the hardiest ventured out. We 
welcome our Highway Department staff to all our 
luncheons to show our appreciation for their efforts 
to keep us safe.  Would you believe they were unable 
to attend because of weather/road conditions that 
needed their attention?  They are an amazing group 
of dedicated men.   

There was an abundance of food and seconds and 
even thirds were encouraged.  March 8 is our annual 
corned beef and cabbage St. Patrick's feast, prepared 
by our contingent of hearty males.  The wearing of 
the green is encouraged.  

 Don't miss the APRIL 12 luncheon. The dress 
rehearsal for the old-fashioned melodrama scheduled 
to be presented as a dinner theater event on APRIL 13 
will be previewed. Consider yourselves informed and 
mark your calendars! 

–Mame Whelihan 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

WINDSOR AIR AND MORE. For anyone not living in Windsor, you're 
missing all this fresh air, sunshine, fog, white stuff and even wet stuff. 
Madeline helps me to the car/truck and dumps me in. I don't do very 
well on ice, that's for sure.  

We had a bit of an electrical problem one day with our water supply, but 
everything is back to normal...”normal?” What the heck is “normal” in 
this crazy world? I pulled a muscle or something and I have my arm in a 
sling. It's a nuisance. With my arm in a sling, leaning on my cane, cleats 
on my shoes, Madeline hoisting me into a vehicle, I've given a whole new 
meaning to “assisted living.” Sounds like I'm complaining, but I'm not.  

I'm actually counting my blessings and there's a lot 
of them. Starting with the fresh air....where, 
anyplace else on Earth can you breathe in this clean, 
crisp, magnificent Windsor air? Where, anyplace 
else, can you carefully climb through over-the-boot 
snow and look up and see a spectacular air show of 
at least six million (more or less) stars.  

Every day is a brand new day, full of surprises and glad-to-be-alive 
feelings. Speaking of brand-new-day, the winter sunrise is worth getting 
up for, even if you pop back in bed. It's awesome (my current favorite 
word). If you don't pop back in bed, look out the window as the sun 
comes up and see Kathy and Shane happily breathing more than their 
share of Windsor fresh air, waving to Tobey the Beagle who cheers them 
on their way as they go by.  

Let the day begin. If there's any place more beautiful, healthier, or for 
that matter, friendlier, I haven't found it. I've stopped looking.   

 

Maple Days at the Old Homestead   Saturday, March 

18 through Saturday, March 25 10AM-2PM William Cullen Bryant 

Homestead, Cummington Admissions: Member: $5; Nonmember 
$10   

Explore Bryant's sugar bush and learn about early American sugaring at 
the Bryant Homestead! The day's activities include guided walks 
through the Homestead's sugar bush, a talk on the history of maple 
sugaring, and outdoor sugaring demonstrations! Admission includes 
talks, demonstrations and tours.  For more information call The Trustees 
at 413.628.4485 x3 or email acaluori@thetrustees.org.   

 

A Taste of the Past . . . From Progress, 1951 

 



 

 

Birds Here & There   by Bob Wood    2/25/17  

 
One day this week, February 22 to be precise, I looked 
out at the platform feeder and saw a male Common 
Grackle. This was a very early date for the arrival of a 
blackbird! The next day, my wife was walking on East 
Windsor Road and heard, then saw, Red-winged 
Blackbirds. Clearly, early migration has begun.  
One expects to see these two Icterid species start to 
arrive in Windsor in early spring, though my earliest 
records show the blackbird on February 25 and the 
grackle on March 8. The males always come first, to 
claim territory and start singing to attract females. One 
of my favorite spots to stop and listen to the Redwings 
and Grackles singing is the marsh behind the town 
Highway Department.  
 
It’s a great time of year to pay attention to new arrivals 
in your yard, or in your travels around town. We had a 
couple of Pine Siskins mixed in with the huge flock of 
Goldfinches in our yard a few weeks ago, and perhaps 
more will come. Two years ago, we had breeding Pine 
Siskins in our yard. I didn’t expect this, because they 
have typically been a species from farther north, but 
during the summer we watched young siskins begging 
for food from their parents who came to the feeders, 
and that clinched our theory that they were breeding 
here. Right now, we’re also waiting for the Purple 
Finches to show up. We haven’t had any all winter, 
and I haven’t heard of anybody who had. But they’ll be 
back for the summer. Some of you may also get House 
Finches, though we don’t here in East Windsor.  
 
As soon as the ice breaks up on the ponds, the 
waterfowl will arrive. Wood Ducks and Hooded 
Mergansers both like the small secluded ponds here in 
Windsor, and it would be very interesting to 
understand how many pairs actually breed in our 
town. 
Common 
Mergansers 
also breed 
here. When 
we lived along 
a branch of 
the Westfield 
River, we 
always had a 
lot of fun 
spotting them shooting down the rapids as they looked 
for the right spot to breed. All three of these ducks 
actually nest up in the cavities of trees, or, in the case 
of the Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers, in 
human-made boxes nailed to poles in the ponds. When 
the young Common Mergs are ready to fledge, they 
have to tumble down to the ground and waddle their 
way to the closest flowing water. And since the adults 
are too top-heavy to travel on foot, they fly around in 
circles overhead calling to their young (presumably 
telling them where to go!).  
 

Another early migrant we can expect to see soon—actually, in early 
April—is the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. They come around the time 
the sap starts running, and they’re the ones that drill holes in 
horizontal lines on tree trunks. And you know you have a sapsucker if 
you have a woodpecker that starts drumming on any available metal 
near (or on) your house! It’s the male’s way of advertising himself very 
loudly to potential mates.  
 
On the raptor front, the early migrating hawk is the Broad-winged 
Hawk. They’ll start to show up in mid-April (my earliest date is April 
19 in East Windsor), and you’ll see them perched on the power lines 
and tree branches along our roads. They nest in the forests, but come 
out to the edges (and the roads) to hunt for rodent prey.  
 
As you can tell, I’m eagerly anticipating spring, and will look forward 
to each day to see if there’s a new arrival to welcome. I’ll predict that 
spring will come at least a week or two early, this year. 
 

 

Solarize WCGW Update: 
Great news! 

Solarize Mass WCGW has reached Tier 4 
pricing! (Windsor, Cummington, Goshen & Worthington) 

NOW is the time to take advantage of this program! —Discount 
program ends 4/30/17. The incentives are likely the best you will find. 
Questions about solar or to schedule a visit to a neighbor’s house who 
has solar, call Jan Bradley at 684-3732 to schedule a free assessment. 
 
Schedule a FREE site assessment contact: Eli Kuh, 617-777-4511, 
elikuh@sunbugsolar.com. Fast online form: www.sunbug.com 
In the Search box type: WCGW 
 
Solarize WCGW Next month: Facts about “How do Solar Farms work?” 
 

 
 

 

 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY 

The natural world is the larger sacred community to which we belong. 
To be alienated from this community is to become destitute in all that 
makes us human. To damage this community is to diminish our own 
existence. —Thomas Berry

mailto:elikuh@sunbugsolar.com
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Reflections on History from Windsor’s 
Cemeteries 
 
As the snow melts and the markers in the town cemeteries re-
emerge, I’m prompted to reflect on a bit of the history of early 
Windsor residents who are buried here. In 1996, Beverly Jenks, 
who was then the secretary of the Windsor Cemetery 
Commission, prepared a directory of the cemeteries. Leafing 
through this directory (available in the Windsor Public Library), 
it’s fascinating to be reminded of the many names of early 
families who settled here: Whitman, Erskine, Beals, Torrey, 
Miner, Harwood, Hathaway, Allen, Ford, Hubbard, Whitmarsh, 
Prince, Baldwin, Wentworth, and Reed, are a few that show up 
many times.  

The oldest stones are in the Windsor Bush, Windsor Hill, and 
Shaw Road cemeteries. Windsor Bush Cemetery, a lovely, serene 
spot, is the final resting place of four Revolutionary War 
veterans, including Israel Vining (1840, age 81) and Luther 
Torrey (1825, page 92). The oldest stones here date from 1797 and 
1798. 

 

 

 

At the other end of town, The Windsor Hill Cemetery is home to 
the graves of more than a dozen Revolutionary War veterans, 
including Captain Hezikiah Green (1826, age 92), Obadiah 
Johnson Sr. (1831, age 74), and Rufus Weston (1828, age 76). The 
earliest dates in this cemetery include 1776 (Nathaniel Clark, age 
26), as well as a stone dated 1774 (name hard to make out, L.W. 
appear to be the first letters).  

In the Shaw Cemetery, Beverly identified nine Revolutionary 
War veterans, including General Amos Holbrook (1813, age 50), 
Captain Nathan Harwood (1790, age 54), Colonel Lebbeus Bates 
(1844, age 84), and Joshua Beals (1836, age 90). The earliest date 
found among these gravestones is 1790. 

A curious note in Beverly’s study is a grave marker that appears 
on Savoy Hollow Road, where there apparently was a cemetery, 
approximately 1 ¾ miles from route 9, on the left. The inscription 
reads, “In memory of Mrs. Huldah, comfort of Mr. Sammuel 
Eddy, who departed this life August 7th 1796 in the 31st year of her 
age.” 

There’s a search for you adventure hunters! 

                                                              --Deborah Balmuth, Windsor Historical Commission 

 


