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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS 

NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION to  

Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail check to:  
FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, MA 

01270,  
or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 

 

Thanks to our Recent Donors 

Debra & Daniel Morris 
 

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, 
Inc., a nonprofit public organization dedicated to 
fostering communication and supporting town 
organizations, activities, and projects that cultivate 
community. We welcome submissions from 
community groups and members supporting these 
goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum 
for promoting any particular religious or political 
position. The articles included do not necessarily 
reflect the views of FOW. We reserve the right to 
edit and deny publication on the basis of length or 
content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information 
as possible, we request that basic news items be 
limited to about 150 words. For submission of 
longer feature-length articles related to 
appreciation of Windsor’s unique assets—our 
natural setting, people, and community—contact 
deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Julia Allen, director; 
Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; Cindy Efinger, 
director; Dominique Frink, director; Val Kohn, 
director; Eileen Markland, director; Susan 

Phillips, co-editor; Leslie Reed, treasurer; Robin 
Tesoro, director.   

Paper Talk       
Amazing—spring is returning yet again, a fresh, 
new experience every year! Time to get out, 
welcome the new beginnings all around us, and 
renew our involvement in local government & 
elections!   —Deborah 
------------------------------ 
If you have events happening in early May, please 
send to fowindsor@gmail.com for inclusion in our 
online calendar (at friendsofwindsor.com) and our 
print version available at the stores at the Town 
Offices.  

FOW News  

OUR BOARD IS GROWING! Friends of Windsor is 
again making room at the table for new board 
members. We’re excited to welcome Eileen Markland 
and Julia Allan to our group.  

Markland is a musician performing locally and also music director at Great 
Barrington’s Rudolf Steiner School. Having traveled the globe making music, 
Markland says she is thrilled to have found her way “back to the woods” in 
Windsor, where she, her husband, and their two children can enjoy a warm 
community along with abundant natural beauty and wildlife.  

Allan, an attorney, remembers weeping at first sight of her first home in 
Windsor, almost 30 years ago . . . no central heat, no washer, no dryer, no 
asphalt. Bears. Now, she and her husband are seasoned Windsor hands, unfazed 
by snow, ice, mud or even deerflies, in a home just down the road from that first 
rough cabin. (They raised two daughters here while pursuing legal careers.) “I 
have learned the value in helping, and being helped by, your neighbor,” Allan 
says.  

THAT GIVING FEELING: We’re excited to see where our new expanded board 
takes us in the months ahead. But there are lots of other ways to help build 
community here in Windsor. Don’t like meetings? Your evenings are booked? 
Volunteer to help with a specific project…share your own Windsor story in this 
newsletter. And consider a financial donation. We’ll do our best to make sure 
your dollars go to build a stronger community. Thank you!  —Susan Phillips 

 

Wahconah School Project 

Windsor Finance Committee Statement 

The Windsor Finance Committee has no recommendation regarding the 
proposed Wahconah High School project, but we do want to provide 
information on how it and its options would affect Windsor residents’ tax bills. 

The total cost of the new school is estimated by the Central Berkshire Regional 
School District (CBRSD) to be $72 million, of which the seven towns of the 
district would pay $41 million financed over 30 years. Windsor’s share of this 
would be about $111,800 a year, beginning in FY21 (July 2020-June 2021). This is 
equivalent to a 6.9 percent increase in our current tax levy. The impact on a 
house valued at $209,250 (Windsor’s single-family average) would be $190 a 
year, or $16 a month. The assessment would change if Windsor’s enrollment 
figures change relative to other towns. 

The cost of the new school should be considered against the costs of its 
alternatives. Renovating the existing school was estimated by the CBRSD to 
cost district residents just as much, so this alternative would present no 
financial savings to the town and it was rejected by the Wahconah Project 
Committee (composed of town representatives). If both paths are ultimately 
rejected, students will attend the existing school until it becomes unusable or 
some other plan is adopted. --Scott Rogers, Windsor Finance Committee Chair   

Note: an earlier version of this statement posted at the town office, Friendly Fred’s, and 
Sangar’s incorrectly cited an increase of $254 per month. 

 
 

DEADLINE for MAY 
issue:   
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 
WN&T) 
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Town Clerk Notes 

April 6: 10-4 at Town Hall, CBRSD 
Wahconah Building Project Vote. 
Sample ballots posted in all public 
places and windsormass.com/municipal 
resources/election info. Absentee ballots 
available at the town clerk’s office.   

April 1: Dog licenses due. 

Census forms due NOW!!! 

May 6: 7PM Annual Town Meeting, 
Town Hall. The town is governed by the 
people. Be part of the process. The 
warrant will be posted at all our public 
places, and the website, 2 weeks prior to 
meeting. Feel free to ask the Select Board 
or finance committee for clarification on 
any article or budget item. 

May 13: 12-8PM Annual Town 
Election Town Hall. The following 
candidates will be on the ballot: 
Select Board 3 year term: Kim Tobin 

Cemetery Comm 3 yr: Marcia Musiak 

Constable 3 yr: Kip Buoymaster 

Finance Comm 3 year: Kim Tobin * 
Don Hall * Margie Kierstead 

Library Trustee 3 yr: Beth Webb 

Planning Board 5 yr: Douglas McNally 

Planning Board 1 yr: John Jones 

Tree Warden 1 yr: Mark Hauge 

--Madeline Scully 

 

April Events at Windsor’s 

Tamarack Hollow Nature Center 

Volunteer Trail Work Day, Saturday 
April 14, 9am-1pm at Tamarack Hollow. 
Email: aimee@gaiaroots.com to 
register  

Arbor Day FEST, Sunday April 28 1pm 
@Heartsong Yoga, East Longmeadow 
w/ LIVE music & dance & more!! 
Visitwww.tamarackhollownatureandcul
turalcenter.org for more info. 

 

Local Native History 

Presentation in  

Cummington, April 14 

Indigenous Voices in the Berkshires 
offers all people the opportunity to hear 
from Indigenous presenters. Marge 
Bruchac, PhD., a well-known and 
respected Abenaki professor, author and 
historical consultant will speak on April 
14 at 1PM at the Cummington 
Community House, talking about 
wampum, the Hail to the Sunrise Statue 
on Rte. 2, and Native people in western 
Massachusetts, stereotypes and realities. 
Free and open to the public. 

Green Committee Report 

Solar Renewable Energy Certificates 
(SRECs), a solar incentive program for 
arrays installed prior to November 2018, 
allows homeowners with grid-tied PV 
arrays to sell certificates for energy, 
based on amount produced by the 
system. A homeowner earns one SREC 
for every 1,000 kilowatt hours (kWh), 
for a period of ten years. This 
performance-based incentive (SRECs) is 
in addition to net metering, which 
requires Eversource to credit (rather 
than refund) homeowner accounts at the 
retail rate. The combination of SRECs 
and net metering is a very good deal! 

 The installer of the array sets up a 
broker who then sells the SRECs to 
electric utilities who must buy them or 
pay an Alternative Compliance Payment 
(an amount set by Massachusetts to 
help stabilize SREC prices). The SREC 
rate fluctuates with market conditions, 
currently about 20 cents/kWh. 
Payments are generally made quarterly 
and average hundreds of dollars 
depending on the electricity generated.    

Massachusetts has two programs, SREC 
I and SREC II. SREC I, created January 
2010, encompasses all solar energy 
systems interconnected before April 
2014. SREC II covers systems approved 
to interconnect April 2014 to November 
26, 2018. Both programs are now closed.  

The current solar incentive program, 
Solar Massachusetts Renewable Target 
(SMART), is accepting applications. 
SMART does not have an SREC 
component, however system owners 
receive a payment from the state for 
solar production at a fixed rate per 
kWh.  If you have a grid-tied solar array 
installed after November 26, 2018, ask 
the installer to ensure you are set up to 
receive payments based on your 
production. Homeowners with grid-tied 
PV array not receiving incentive SREC 
or SMART payments are eligible for 
SMART payments if the system was 
activated after January 1, 2019. Contact 
us help you start the application 
process.  —Jan Bradley 684- 3732;  Stu 
Besnoff  684-3950;  Bob and Marnie Meyers 
684-3463  

  Sense of Community                             

“The soil is the great connector of lives, the 
source and destination of all. It is the healer 
and restorer and resurrector, by which disease 
passes into health, age into youth, death into 
life. Without proper care for it we can have no 
community, because without proper care for it 
we can have no life.”  —Wendell Berry 

Windsor Council on Aging 
Update 

We have welcomed the following new 
Board members in 2019: Margaret 
Birchfield, Diane Saunders, Susan 
Jacobs, and our outreach person, Jessica 
Buoymaster. In addition, Peter Menard, 
has graciously agreed to stay on. 

The next CoA meeting, held the second 
Monday of each month, will be Monday, 
April 8 at 10 AM. Our Berkshire County 
“Age-Friendly” group will be presenting 
a 12-minute video at 10 AM sharp. All are 
invited to attend. 

About a dozen of you have received the 
“Berkshire Senior” March newsletter, 
based on sign-ups taken at the February 
community luncheon. The articles in 
this issue include: meals on wheels; 
how/where to meet with a SHINE 
Counselor for counseling on Medicare, 
Mass Health, and insurance. The SHINE 
contact at Elder Services is Shauna Post 
at 499-0524 or email spost@esbci.org. 
The newsletter has a page on Fitness 
Programs, including one at Dalton 
Senior Center with our own Susan 
Jacobs teaching Osteo Exercise, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 – 11:30 am. 
Another article, “Free AARP Tax-Aide 
Program,” is helpful for middle- and low-
income taxpayers, especially those 60+. 
The Dalton Senior Center, 684-2000, is a 
location offering this service. 

A bit of trivia: research from AARP 
reports that 90% of people over age 50 
use technology to stay connected. 67% of 
seniors, 60+ use the internet. This is 
interesting since we recently learned 
that the Federal 2020 census will be 
collected electronically for the first time. 
We will hear more about this as the year 
progresses; our Windsor CoA will be 
visiting seniors who are not internet 
users to collect data. What other 
advantages are there to being connected? 
A Michigan University study found that 
“seniors who occasionally spent time on 
the internet drastically reduced their 
chances of suffering from depression.” 
BROADBAND – we welcome your arrival!!! 

ALL of us in Windsor enjoy our rural life 
and take pride in our independence and 
privacy. At the same time, we look out 
for each other through our personal 
networks. As spring arrives, and we 
begin to venture outside again, your CoA 
suggests looking for ways to help each 
other while still preserving our Yankee 
independence, privacy, and dignity.  

Janet Sadlo – CoA Select Board Liaison

mailto:aimee@gaiaroots.com
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REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

Winter Woes. Oh,  stop complaining, it’s only snow and it 
will melt. The ice will take a little longer. When you’re down, 
but not out, sitting in the middle of an icy puddle, take some 
time before you get up.  No broken bones?  O.K., get up . . . 
When you finally get to your mailbox and find it standing 
upright after the plow struggles by, take a minute to bless 
Adam the mail-must-go-through guy. So, the end of your 
driveway is a bit blocked, muscle up and dig it out. You’re fit 
and trim and quite able to get about. Or! You can just go back 
in, brew a spot of tea and wait for glorious Spring. Oh, what 
now, we are looking out the window at the ugly pile of snow 
left. Not exactly a Currier and Ives moment. Do you really care?   

Wow! There go Cathy and Shane, trotting past on the snow-
covered road. Even their dogs are smiling.  Don’t they know it’s 
Windsor winter. It’s grumble time. Enough already!!! Now get 
this — crack of Dawn — a glorious sight. Have you ever seen 
anything like it? The dog barks as a rabbit scoots across the 
snow-white pasture searching for fallen horse feed. The dog’s 
happy, I’m happy, the rabbit is safe and ecstatic. So now what 
are you grumbling about? 

The old saying, “If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the 
kitchen” is now, “If you can’t stand the snow, get out of 
Windsor”. What?! Miss all this. No way! Not me!  You can opt 
to go South I suppose. Been there, done that. No thanks. There 
is no place in the world like Windsor. It’s as close to Heaven as 
you can get and snow, sleet, ice and, of course, wind are part of 
it. We Windsorites are here to stay. Count your blessings.  On a 
scale of 1 to 10, we are a 10 . . . and then there’s Spring. 
 

Thanks from a New Windsorite  

I was absolutely blown away by the Friends of Windsor’s 
Welcome to Windsor packet. My family and I moved from a major 
metropolis where I thought having lots of neighbors would 
mean lots of community. It was quite the opposite — everyone 
kept to themselves. Within our first week of moving in, we 
were contacted by neighbors, welcomed by Madeline Scully and 
Leslie Reed, and shown true hospitality. Thank you, Windsor, 
for welcoming us so fondly into your community. I am excited 
to make this my little boy’s hometown.  —Liz Lounsbury 
 

Select Board Corner  

"We in America do not have a government by the majority, we 
have a government run by a majority who vote.” (Attributed to 
Thomas Jefferson) 

One of the most powerful places you can make a difference is 
through participation and voting at the local level. Windsor is 
about to have three important events where your vote matters.  

• April 6: a vote on the Wahconah High School building.  

• May 6:  Annual Town Meeting. At this meeting we discuss 
and vote on the 2020 fiscal year budget. There will also be an 
article on making our voice known at the state level relative 
to the state seal.(See column at right for more information.)  

• May 13: Windsor elections for various town committees.  

Each of these votes is an opportunity to have your voice heard. 
Embrace your civic duty; help us understand the view of the 
majority (not just the majority who vote). This is your 
community. —Kim Tobin 

Social Committee Seeking Members 
The Social Committee is an independent club dedicated to 
fostering Community Building Activities in Windsor. The 
Committee has sponsored the “It Takes a Village Day,” for foster 
children and their families, dinner theater at the Town Hall, and 
monthly community luncheons. To join this volunteer group, 
contact Sandie Zink by email c/o windsortownclerk@gmail.com  

Community Luncheon: Wednesday, April 10, 11:30 AM 
Town Hall. Dinner served at noon. Come hear the Ukulele band! 
Enjoy ham, quiche, scalloped potatoes, salad, bunny pears and 
lots of desserts. $5 at the door. Vegetarian and gluten-free 
options. Bring beverage of choice in reusable container. All ages. 
 

Time for a New Look 

This May, the Town Meeting Warrant 
will include an article asking residents 
to support the establishment of a 
commission to redesign the 
Massachusetts State Seal and flag.  

With the 400th anniversary of the 
landing of the Mayflower approaching 
in 2020, and with Windsor looking 
ahead to its 250th birthday in 2021, the time seems right for an 
update.  

The first time I got a good look at the seal, a good 30 years ago, I 
was shocked by its crude depiction of the subjugation of the 
Native tribes displaced by European settlers. It depicts a Native 
American holding a bow in one hand and an arrow pointed 
downwards in the other, signaling pacification. Over the man’s 
head is an arm in a colonial ruffed sleeve, holding a sword. 
Underneath runs the state’s Latin motto, Ense petit placidam sub 
libertate quietam, which translates to “By the sword we seek 
peace, but peace only under liberty”. 

Efforts to change the seal have been underway for decades. Last 
year, several towns voted their support for the commission, and 
this year even more have placed it on their warrants.  

It’s never easy to give up old symbols, as ongoing strife over 
Confederate imagery remind us. But the time feels right for an 
effort to move away from something so painful to members of 
the Native community, and towards something that reflects the 
inclusive spirit of our state today. I hope you will support it!    
—Susan Phillips 
 

BSA Troop 93, sponsored by the Windsor Congregational 
Church, presented badges at a Court of Honor in the 
Windsor town hall on March 19, after a presentation about 
backpacking at a Scout Ranch in the Rocky Mountains. 

mailto:windsortownclerk@gmail.com
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Windsor’s Literary Twin 

Most of us connect the great American writer Edith 
Wharton to Lenox. But what else of our area is 

reflected in her work? I recently learned that Wharton 

set her 1917 short novel Summer in a town modeled 

on Windsor. She called it North Dormer. 

“North Dormer is at all times an empty place, and at 
three o’clock on a June afternoon its few able-bodied 

men are off in the fields or woods, and women 

indoors, engaged in languid household drudgery . . . 
There it lay, a weather-beaten sunburnt village of the 

hills, abandoned of men, left apart by railway, trolley, 
telegraph and all the forces that linked life to life in 

modern communities.”  

Taking a break from languid drudgery, I did some 
research. Wharton saw Summer as a companion to the 

wintry Ethan Frome and referred to it as “the hot 
Ethan” in letters. And it is pretty hot! Young Charity 

Royall, an orphan raised by a grumpy small-town 
lawyer, is seduced by a young man visiting from the 

glittering metropolis of — yes — Springfield.  

They sneak off for glorious stolen afternoons for the 
length of a summer. Fall approaching, Charity finds 

herself pregnant and abandoned. She attempts to run 
off to a wild lawless community on “the Mountain,” but 

realizes she cannot raise her child there. The lawyer 

offers to marry her, she accepts, and winter closes in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very Wharton. I was more interested in hunting for 

Windsor in North Dormer. The town operates as a 
collective character – small-minded, judgmental, 

stifling. “. . . North Dormer, with all its mean 
curiosities, its furtive malice, its sham unconsciousness 

of evil.”  

At one point, Charity looks out her window. “Slowly her 
gaze travelled across the fields to the rugged curve of 

the hills. She had looked out so often on that lifeless 
circle and wondered if anything could ever happen to 

anyone who was enclosed in it.” (Take comfort: 

Pittsfield, alias Nettleton, comes off even worse.) 

And, thankfully, an earlier passage gives us this: 

“Directly in her line of vision a blackberry branch laid 
its frail white flowers and blue-green leaves against the 

sky. Just beyond, a tuft of sweet-fern uncurled 
between the beaded shoots of the grass, and a small 

yellow butterfly vibrated over them like a fleck of 

sunshine.” Now that is a Windsor we can all recognize 

. . . and hope to see in a month or two! —Susan Phillips 

Windsor/"North Dormer" then: 
postcard, circa 1917


