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Wood 
   Starting with the first settlers in the 
1760s, energetic inhabitants turned 
Windsor’s deep woods into houses, 
furniture, horse-‐drawn buggies, tool 
handles, barrels, and coffins. Later, 
Windsor trees traveled the world in the 
form of countless wooden hangers, meat 
skewers and lollypop sticks emerging 
from the C.H. Ball Mill in East Windsor.  
  Windsor began as a somewhat dubious 
real-‐estate speculation. Noah Nash 
bought the land from the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony at auction in 1762 for 1,430 
British pounds. A condition of sale was 
that Nash attract at least 60 settlers, 
and that each clear a minimum of seven 
acres of land and build a house within 
five years. So in fact, Windsor’s very 
existence depended directly on hardy 
souls committed to cutting down trees.  

 
   Windsor Bush probably owes its name 
to the common Colonial-‐era practice of 
girdling hemlock trees in the spring – 
cutting through the bark layer all the 
way around, killing the tree – then 
returning in the fall to harvest the bark, 
used in tanning leather. The death of a 
large swathe of girdled trees in the area 
led to the growth of thick underbrush, 
and thus, “The Bush.”  
   By 1790, the population of Windsor 
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Elemental Windsor 
   With the classic small-‐town troika of church, store, and town hall poised at the top of a rise, Windsor today seems to 
naturally command its territory. But the earliest days of the settlement were marked by struggles with stony ground, harsh 
weather and even wolves. How did Windsor persist? At least part of the answer is simple: wood and water, two elements 
that drove the town’s growth for at least the first 100 years. 
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exceeded 900, and records from 1794 list 
four sawmills. In 1811, Windsor reached 
its all-‐time population high of over 1,100 
residents. But the supply of prime 
lumber was already becoming depleted, 
a process that accelerated as the 
number of sawmills rose to eight by 
1829, along with two grist mills, one 
shingle mill, one bark mill and one 
tannery.   
   By the mid-‐1800s, the sawmills began 
to fall silent, though the C. H. Ball Mill 
continued to operate into the 1920s, and 
the Cady Mill into the 1930s.  

 

The Cady Mill operated from 1850 to 1938. One of the Windsor Historical Site signs 
marks the spot. Photo from the Windsor Historical Commission collection. 

 

DIY COFFIN 
Harvey Dawes of Windsor Bush was 
a cabinet and furniture maker. He 
also made coffins. Several years 
before he died, he made his own and 
kept it in his shop until the time of 
his death. When asked why he did 
this, he said he wanted to be sure 
he had one made out of good timber. 

Windsor is rich in Christmas trees…It is in the heart of the spruce belt of 
Berkshire and Hampshire counties and more Christmas trees are 
harvested each year from its 22,752 acres than from any other territory of 
its size in Massachusetts.                                   -The Transcript, July 2, 1921 
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Water 
   The presence of fast-‐flowing streams that could power 
mills and other enterprises was also key to Windsor’s 
growth in the first 75 years.  
   In addition to the eight sawmills listed in 1829, there were 
two gristmills, one shingle mill, one bark mill and one 
tannery…all dependent on water power.    
   The Westfield Brook must get some credit for East 
Windsor emerging as a small center of industry and 
innovation. A sawmill and tannery owned by Reuben Pierce 
was one of the first businesses there. Pierce made shoes and 
boots from the leather. (The tannery burned down in 1853.)  
   John Jordan built a machine shop and foundry in East 
Windsor in about 1860. In a quest to improve efficiency, 
Jordan designed an improved turbine water wheel and 
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Loammi Baldwin Jr., from the 
U.S.S. Constitution Museum. 

CANAL DREAMS 

   In 1825, the Massachusetts legislature ordered a survey to determine a route for a 
canal from Boston to the Hudson River. They hired Loammi Baldwin Jr., best known 
for the naval dry docks at the Boston Navy Yard, and sometimes referred to as “the 
father of civil engineering in America.”  
   He proposed a route that included a tunnel about where the Hoosac Tunnel now 
runs. And it seems he eyed Windsor for a summit-‐level reservoir of water. “Here is a 
swamp of 500 acres, two outlets of which afford handsome mill streams…this swamp 
was proposed as the reservoir at the summit level for a canal…once a favorite Boston 
notion before the advent of railroading.” (From Jeremiah Spofford’s 1860 Historical 
and Statistical Gazetteer of Massachusetts.) 
   The idea, part of the intense “canal craze” spurred by the roaring success of the 
Erie Canal, never did get out of the speculative phase…which is no bad thing, since 
most states which embarked on canal-‐building adventures later faced serious 
financial problems as a result.  
 

Ice-‐cutting on Windsor Pond, 1892. Windsor Historical Commission. 
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submitted the design as U. S. Patent 89,050 in 1869. It’s not 
known if his design was more widely adopted by others. 
Jordan later partnered with Charles H. Ball (topic of the 
first FLASHBACKS supplement in the January 2016 issue 
of Windsor Now & Then) and their shop was locally 
renowned for innovative machinery of their own invention. 
   In the form of ice, Windsor water had considerable 
economic value in the era after railroads and improved 
roadways, but before the invention of refrigeration. Using 
hand tools and horse-‐drawn sledges, residents would cut 
large blocks of ice from Windsor Pond. The ice could be kept 
for months in insulated icehouses before being shipped by 
wagon and rail car to New York City, a trade dominated by 
the Knickerbocker Ice Company.  
   Now, we keep our ice for skating and ice-‐fishing, and once-‐
cleared sheep pasture and farmland has grown back up into 
forest again, obscuring miles of hard-‐built stone walls and 
cellar holes.  


