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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION to  

Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail check to:  
FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, MA 01270,  

or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Ron & Ted Bilodeau (TWICE!) / William Blake 
Jo & Ken Cyr / Lucille & Joseph Duda 
Carol & Donald Graves / Ray Kerns 

Maria & David LaValley / Marjorie Limburg 
Kathleen & George Nagelschmidt / Barbara G. Stanton 

Franklin G. Sykes / Robin & Michael Tesoro 
Suzanne Towne & John Cramer 

Heather & Michael Zanolli / Sandra & David Zink 
 

 

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc., a 
nonprofit public organization dedicated to fostering 
communication and supporting town organizations, 
activities, and projects that cultivate community. We 
welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum for 
promoting any particular religious or political position. The 
articles included do not necessarily reflect the views of 
FOW. We reserve the right to edit and deny publication on 
the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information as 
possible, we request that basic news items be limited to 
about 150 words. For submission of longer feature-length 
articles related to appreciation of Windsor’s unique 
assets—our natural setting, people, and community—
contact deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; 
Cindy Efinger, director; Val Kohn, director; Susan 
Phillips, co-editor; Leslie Reed, treasurer; Robin Tesoro, 
director.   

Paper Talk       
Flags, flowers, bees & birds! It’s springtime in Windsor, 
at last! 
If you have events happening in early June, please 
send to fowindsor@gmail.com. And for an up-to-date 
listing of happenings in town:  Don’t forget to check our 
Community Calendar,online at friendsofwindsor.com, 
under Windsor Now & Then, or our print version 
available at both stores and the town offices. 
 

FOW News 
 

Hurrah! The leaves are unfurling with fresh 
shades of green and colorful flowers are 
starting to bloom. Along with the flowers 
come the bees and other pollinators! This issue includes a special, colorful 
tribute to the pollinators, along with lots of news about opportunities to 
learn more, plant more, and help make Windsor a welcoming place for 
pollinators—and a beautiful place for gardens and people! Be sure to read 
inside. We’re happy to be a part of this community-wide effort and hope 
to see you at one of these upcoming events.  

Deep thanks to the many people who have sent in donations over the past 
month to support the production of this newsletter and FOW activities. If 
you still have that little envelope sitting on your desk, we would welcome 
your donation of any size. It’s so heartening to hear from Windsorsites, 
present and past, who are enthusiastic about keeping our community 
engaged, prospering, and in-touch. 

Happy blossoming in the beautiful spring days ahead! 

--Deborah Balmuth 

 

To see photos and learn about pollinators & host plants you 

might come across in Windsor this month, visit our May 
Community Calendar at friendsofwindsor.com (hover your cursor 

over each image to learn more) 
 

Save the date: June 9 for the Church Tag Sale!   

Windsor church's annual tag sale will be held on Saturday, June 9 from 
9am to 1pm at the Windsor Town Hall.  This is one of our major 
fundraisers to cover the costs of operating the church.  Please begin 
putting aside any good, usable items that you no longer need (clothing, 
books, furniture and household items; no major appliances or electronics 
please).  Drop off dates are Wednesday June 6 through Friday the 9 at the 
church.  We thank the community in advance for all your continued 
support, donations and shopping!  Come find some great treasures! 

Bake Sale, TOO. The church's annual bake sale will take place during 
the tag sale on June 9, 9-1.  Come buy some sweet goodies to go along 
with your good finds! Please also consider baking for this event.  Items 
can be dropped off on Saturday morning the day of the sale. Yum, Yum! 
 

Do you have a story to tell? Expertise to share? A new project or business 

to promote? Get in touch with your submission or ask for our help telling 

your story. Contact Susan Phillips at Susanphillips57@gmail.com. 

 

Sense of Community 

“Great things are brought about and burdens are lightened 
through the efforts of many hands anxiously engaged in a good 

cause.” —M. RUSSELL BALLARD 

 
 

DEADLINE for JUNE 
issue:   
Thursday, MAY 31 

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 
WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com
mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:Susanphillips57@gmail.com


 

Town Clerk Notes 
Due to timing issues, Annual Town 
Meeting and Election results will be 
reported in the June WN&T.  

Services for Seniors. I’ve been thinking a 
lot lately about Windsor’s seniors and 
wanted to talk about some of the 
initiatives we have underway, and how 
we can all help support them. 

We have a transportation program or 
getting to medical appointments; to 
arrange, call Barb Giusti or the Town 
Clerk’s Office.  

Windsor has a pressing need for 
additional volunteer drivers for medical 
appointments, both locally and as far as 
Worcester, Boston and Springfield. There 
is a $15/hr salary, and a mileage 
compensation. If you have day time 
availability, please consider volunteering. 

The Community Senior luncheon 
scheduled for June 13 will feature a pulled 
pork BBQ with all the fixings, as well as 
vegetarian and gluten-free option. A 
presentation on tricks for driving as we 
age will be the entertainment. (Too bad 
we can’t do golf cart obstacle courses). $5 
per person at the door. 

Residents may register for the R U OK 
program through the Town Clerk’s Office 
to have a volunteer contact them daily to 
chat and check in on any needs. 

For seniors needing help with 
household tasks, we have a neighbor-
helping- neighbor program featuring 
volunteers with talents ranging from 
computers to carpentry. If you know of 
someone who could use help, please 
contact the Town Clerk. We Windsorites 
are a proud bunch and sometimes hesitate 
to ask for assistance, but help is available. 

The contract has been awarded for 
construction of the Town Office 
accessible ramp and construction will 
begin shortly. The designated senior room 
at the town office has been turned into 
the police department, however, the old 
PD room is now a multi-purpose room 
with a comfortable place for card playing 
or socializing. There is an automatically 
lit accessible entrance and accessible 
bathrooms on the lower level. More 
programming is in the planning stage, 
including a writer’s workshop is forming 
and a morning discussion group. 

The Town is seeking new COA 
Committee members to complement the 
current members who have served the 
town for decades.Please consider giving of 
your time and energy. —Madeline Skully 

Visit Berkshire Museums for 

Free—with a Library Pass! 
 

Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Windsor Cultural Council, the Windsor 
Free Library is able to offer eight museum 
passes for residents to borrow and gain 
free admission to: Hancock Shaker 
Village, The Clark Art Institute, Ventfort 
Hall, Arrowhead, Massachusetts State 
Parks, Berkshire Museum, and MASS 
MoCA. Please come in during museum 
hours to check out one of these passes 
and enjoy the cultural riches of our area.  

Flag Fund Update 

It's time to get the flags flying again along 
the Route 9 corridor through Windsor in 
anticipation of Memorial Day weekend. 
We are replacing damaged ones. 
Donations to support this effort, both 
financial and in time/labor are always 
appreciated.  Send checks, payable to the 
“Town of Windsor” to: Jeb Chard, 1060 
High Street Hill, Windsor, MA 01270. 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

MERITS OF WINDSOR. Tired of me 
extolling the merits of Windsor?  Well, 
here we go again!  I happened to be in the 
Town Office the other day when a couple 
I didn’t know came in seeking some 
information on a piece of town real estate 
they were considering and some personal 
insight on our town.  

They asked many interesting questions . . 
. the weather, of course . . . the 
maintenance of the roads in winter . . . 
was internet available (this was a biggie 
to them) . . . taxes . . . average age of 
residents . . . personalities of residents (I 
told them friendly, outgoing,  active!) . . . . 
town social activities (melodrama 
performances and community luncheons). 
Our annual pie festival was of great 
interest, as was the Community Market. I 
did brag a bit about our fabulous winter 
sunrises and our starry summer nights.   

The next day they toured the town, 
checking out Windsor Jambs, the East 
Windsor chapel, Friendly Fred’s, and 
local “hot spots.” Our house was the last 
stop and in they came, excited about all 
they had seen and heard. Laughing and 
just about bubbling over, the husband 
said, “We didn’t know this place existed.  
It’s like riding into Brigadoon.”  So it is, 
but it’s here forever, not just every 
hundred years.  Forever’s good, wouldn’t 
you say? 

 Upcoming Events at 

Tamarack Hollow Nature 

Center, Windsor 

Boreal Spruce-Fir Forest Spring Bird 
Walk/Census, Sunday May 27, 7am-10am 
w/ master birder John Green Jr. 
Supported by a Berkshire Environmental 
Fund grant.  

Boreal Spruce-Fir Forest Plant, Tree 
and Wild Edibles, Saturday June 2, 

10am-1pm. Learn about plants, trees and 
wild edibles that grow in the unique high 
elevation forests of western MA.  

Email aimee@gaiaroots.com for 
registration info on either of these events. 

 

Select Board Corner 

Dave Laviolette is retiring as Highway 
Superintendent, having served in that role 
since 2013. Dave is the epitome of a public 
servant. He cares about the townspeople 
and the quality of service his department 
provides. And he really cares about roads. 

The irony, inherent in being the road 
boss, is that you can be this kind of 
dedicated and hardworking municipal 
employee and mostly hear nothing but 
complaints about what you do.  As Dave 
would say, it comes with the territory and 
you just keep going, doing the best you 
can. The thing with Dave is that he really, 
really care and has put in countless 
unpaid hours, mostly during long winters, 
to keep our roads safe and navigable.   

Roads expenses are second only to 
education in our annual town budget. We 
appropriate about $350,000 annually at 
Town Meeting and that money comes 
from the taxpayers. Less obvious is the 
extent to which state money bolsters the 
taxpayer’s contribution.  

The actual cost of maintaining town 
roads is $600,000, with $250,000 coming 
from State Chapter 90. Dave is the guy 
who manages this state grant program for 
the town. He works with the select board 
to determine the best use of funds, 
oversees the funded projects, and sees 
that all the paperwork is promptly filed 
to triggering state reimbursements. Put 
all together, the road boss in Windsor has 
a lot of responsibility.  

Thank you, Dave, for your tireless 
dedication to the town, its residents, and 
our roads. We are going to miss you.   

-- Tim Crane, Select Board Chairman 

 

 

mailto:aimee@gaiaroots.com


 

FOCUS on Windsor’s Pollinators 

FIRST SIGHTINGS: MAY 

May is bursting with life…and pollination! 

Here’s an abbreviated list of local 
butterflies emerging from their chrysalises 
this month:  
Black Swallowtail * Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

Spicebush Swallowtail * Cabbage White * Spring Azure 

Meadow Fritillary * American Copper * Pearl Crescent  

Mourning Cloak * American Lady * Red Admiral  
 

And here are some native May wildflowers to keep an eye 
out for: 
Lady Slippers * Red Trillium * Painted Trillium  

Clintonia* Cut-Leaved Toothwort * Goldthread 

Blue-Eyed Grass * Red Columbine 

--Patty Crane 

 

Join Windsor’s Community Read and 

Learn About Pollinators 

There’s still time to join the community read focused on 
pollinators! Stop by the library to check out a copy of our 
community read book, The Forgotten Pollinators, and then join us 
for a discussion on Wednesday, June 13 at 7pm at the Town 
Hall.  

This fascinating book explore the vital relationship between 
plants and the animals they depend on for reproduction -- bees, 
beetles, butterflies, hummingbirds, moths, bats, and countless 
other animals, some widely recognized and other almost 
unknown.--Beth Webb  
 

TALK ON NATIVE BEEKEEPING JUNE 9: Economics, 

Ecology, and the Plight of Native Bees 
In collaboration with Friends of Windsor and the Town of 
Windsor's community-wide effort to protect local pollinators, 
The Trustees invite the public to a talk by Dr. Robert Gegear on 
native bees on Saturday, June 9, 6-7PM, at the Notchview 
Visitors Center. 
Pollinators are declining at an unprecedented rate worldwide. 
These declines pose a significant threat to our food supply and 
consequently, there has been major focus on the development 
and implementation of conservation strategies aimed to 
increase pollinator abundance in agricultural areas. Without 
these ‘keystone’ wild pollinator species, we would lose most of 
our native flowering plants and the animals that use them for 
food, shelter and nesting sites, eventually causing ecosystems to 
collapse. Please join Dr. Robert J. Gegear for a discussion on 
what you can do to help preserve our native pollinator diversity 
and assess the ecological ‘friendliness’ of pollinator habitat at 
any spatial scale. 

After the talk, join us for wine & cheese in the lodge!  Dr. 
Robert J. Gegear has been studying the neuroecology and 
conservation of pollinator-plant systems native to North 
America for almost 30 years. He is currently an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Biology and Biotechnology at 
WPI and Director of the New England Beecology Research 
Program.  –Andrea Caluori, The Trustees 

Town Park Clean-Up Day Success! 
 

Wow! It's amazing how much work can get done when people 
step up and make it happen! Thank you to the 20 or so 
volunteers who came out on April 22 to the Town Park. 

We cleared out quite a bit of vines and dead trees along the 
entrance, prepared for a garden bed around the beautiful bench 
near the playground, had a small brush fire led by our local Boy 
Scouts, made bee hotels, and wrapped up with lunch on a 
beautiful 
afternoon. See 
below for news 
on our next 
work day 
where we will 
plant trees for 
the pollinator 
gardens!  Please 
join us! –Barbara 
Connors 

 
  Photo credit: 
Barbara Connors.   Measuring straws to add to the interior of the bee hotel 

 

June 10 Town Pollinator Planting Day  

All are welcome to help in the next step of our pollinator garden 
project, planting day! Join us on Sunday, June 10 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. to get these plants in the ground!  

We will be working at two locations; the Town Park on Peru 
Road and at the Town Hall on Rt. 9. Please RSVP to 
kadiskadis@yahoo.com so we can be sure to have food for you. 
Let me know if you have any dietary requests.  

If you can’t make it that day, but still want to participate in this 
project, we are looking for a few people to water weekly until 
the plants get established. Many thanks to everyone who has 
already helped make this project a reality! –Barbara Connors 

 

PLUS Community Plant Sale & Market 

A market/plant sale and community planting day on the same 
date will be held on Sunday, June 10, in conjunction with the 
community planting day. Plant and vegetable vendors will be 
setup outside the Windsor Historical Museum on Route 9 from 
11AM to 2PM. 

Come buy pollinator-friendly native plants for your grardens—
or to donate to the community garden project. All the plants 
will be native and grown free of pesticides, especially 
neonicitinoids.  

 

Shop local!  

 

Plant native!  

 

Help make Windsor 

beautiful and bountiful—for people and pollinators! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofwindsor.com/


 

 

 

L

1890 Route 9, Suite 8              Windsor, MA 01270 

 

 

SPECIAL COLOR INSERT ON POLLINATORS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRDS HERE & THERE 

Excerpt from Bob Wood’s long-time bird column for 
WN&T, written April 29, 2012.  

Editor’s note: Walking along the East Branch Trail in 
Chesterfield Gorge on Sunday, May 13, I was thrilled by the 
sight of several pairs of Common Mergansers floating 
downstream in the quick current, heads ducked in the water. 
I was reminded that Bob Wood had written a column about 
these striking-looking birds that breed in our area. Here’s 
what he wrote: 

“Common mergs” are considered rare breeders in 
Massachusetts, but to me they are not quite so rare. They 
nest near the shores of lakes and rivers. We’re convinced 
that a pair regularly nests near our home in a tree cavity. 
Like other tree-nesting ducks, the young are precocious and 
jump out of the tree, often from a great height, bouncing off 
the forest floor, when they are only a few days old. Each 
spring we look for them on the Westfield Brook that flows 
pas our house. It is a rite of spring in our house to spot the 
lovely couple swimming downstream for the first time each 
year in late March or April. 

Common Merganser are impressive birds. The male looks 
very different from the female. He is mostly white with a 
greenish-black head and a bright orange bill. The feet are 
also bright orange. The female is slightly smaller, with a 
mostly grey body and a rusty colored head. They eat small 
fish, diving for them and pursuing them underwater for up 
to two minutes at a time. There are three species of 
Merganser in North America. The Hooded Merganser is also  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a striking bird and is likewise a rare breeder in our county, 
nesting on wooded ponds and rivers. All Mergansers have 
serrated bills that are specialized for grasping small fish. 
One can often see Merganser swimming along with heir 
head ducked in the water, scanning underwater for fish.  
Like most other diving ducks, Merganser are ungainly on 
land. However, they are among the swiftest of flyers. 
Because they eat fish, they are generally not hunted by 
people for the table. 

Two years ago, in mid-June, I learned that Mergansers need 
only nest in vicinity of water. Holly and I were walking 
around the old horse camp up on Windigo Road, not far 
from Windsor Jambs. As we came out into the road, Holly 
pointed to a group of ducklings in a tight little group, 
hustling down the road in the direction of River Road, over 
a quarter mile away. We would have had difficulty 
identifying them as Merganser except that the mother of the 
ducklings flew overhead in continuous circles, calling to 
them, and she was certainly a Mama Merganser. We were 
pretty thrilled. 

Here is a poem that my wife wrote about Common 
Mergansers in 2005: 

It’s hard to believe 

they’re not just looking for fun 

when they slide through waterfalls 

one by one 

 


