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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE. 

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 

DONATION to Friends of Windsor, Inc., mail 

check to: FOW, 1890 Route 9, Suite 8, Windsor, 
MA 01270, or email: fowindsor@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

We’d like to extend special thanks to our 
local, state-funded Solarize Mass-WCGW 

Project, which generously paid for the 
production and mailing of two recent issues 

of Windsor Now & Then. 

 

Lori & Phil Adriance   / Anonymous  

 Friendly Fred’s / Doreen & Dave Horton  

Jen Perilli & Bob De Wolff /Jane & Paul Tetreault   

 

Windsor Now & Then Guidelines 
This paper is a publication of Friends of Windsor, Inc.  
a nonprofit public organization dedicated to fostering 
communication and supporting town organizations, 
activities, and projects that cultivate community. We 
welcome submissions from community groups and 
members supporting these goals.  

This is a non-sectarian publication and not a forum for 
promoting any particular religious or political position. 
The articles included do not necessarily reflect the 
views of FOW. We reserve the right to edit and deny 
publication on the basis of length or content.  

To enable us to accommodate as much information as 
possible, we request that basic news items be limited 
to about 150 words. For submission of longer 
feature-length articles related to appreciation of 
Windsor’s unique assets—our natural setting, people, 
and community—contact 
deborah.balmuth@storey.com.  
 

FRIENDS OF WINDSOR INC. BOARD MEMBERS 

Patty Crane, president; Deborah Balmuth, co-editor; 
Susan Edwards, graphics; Val Kohn, director; Susan 

Phillips, co-editor; Diane Sturtevant, treasurer. 
 

Paper Talk 
It’s May—time to spring out and try something new! 
There are lots of opportunities to get involved and 
help out right here in Windsor. Our July 15 
celebration at Notchview is sure to be a fun one—
help us make it happen.  --Deborah 

 

Friends of Windsor News 
 
Pitch In for Our Town: You know how winter 
goes on and on, and then suddenly it is spring, 
and the sight of crocuses, while cheering, also fills 
you with panic because you realize it is almost summer and that summer 
goes by in a green blur, and you have so much to do it doesn’t seem possible? 
No? Well, we at Friends of Windsor do.  

Volunteers Needed! Our little organization is gearing up for a major 
celebration of this great community, but we need your help! First, mark 
your calendars (in ink, not pencil) for Saturday July 15 (rain date, Sunday 
July 16th), for the “Our Town” celebration at Notchview. Next, think about 
how much you would enjoy a few hours spent with neighbors helping to put 
the “Our Town” celebration together. For example, we’ll be scheduling a few 
days of trail work to prepare a stunning, amazing, and fun forest trail loop. 
Once we’ve scheduled those, we’ll put dates and times on Facebook in the 
June newsletter. 

On the day of, we’ll need plenty of helping hands for jobs ranging from 
directing car parking at the start and cleaning up at the end.  We’re so 
excited about this day, which we hope will be a true celebration of Windsor 
with a special focus on children and young people, full of music, food, 
creative activities, and a celebration of the natural world. Funding is coming 
not just from grants, which will cover about half of the costs, but also from 
our own resources…in other words, from your donations.   

   –Susan Phillips 

 
 Announcing the Windsor Community Market, 

beginning June 11—Seeking Vendors 
It is with great excitement that the Windsor Historical Commission is 
launching its first annual Windsor Community Market starting Sunday, 
June 11 from 11am to 2pm, located under tents outside the Windsor 
Historical Museum on route 9.  

The market will continue to run the second Sunday of each month, through 
October 2017. We are inviting farmers and sellers of foods, artisans, and 
crafters. We are also looking for vendors who sell antique furniture and 
welcome a family tag sale. Musicians are invited to play during market time.  
Live music will makes this event an exciting social and shopping experience.   

 Vendors are asked to commit to the full season, while family tag sales can 
participate on a one-time basis. The cost will be 10% of the proceeds, with a 
cap of $25 each month. All proceeds will be donated to the Windsor 
Historical Commission for ongoing maintenance of the museum.  

The museum exhibits will also be open during the market hours.  

Interested vendors are encouraged to request an application from Cindy 
Efinger, who will be collecting all applications and answering questions.  
Contact Cindy at: cindyefinger@gmail.com; phone 413-344-6262. 

We hope you will join us in June for this new community-gathering event!

 
 

DEADLINE for 
JUNEissue:    
Thursday, May 25  

Send news to editor: 
Deborah.balmuth@ 
storey.com 
(mark subject line: 

WN&T) 

mailto:fowindsor@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.balmuth@storey.com
mailto:cindyefinger@gmail.com


 

Town Clerk Notes 

Annual Town Election May 8 12-7pm  

The inauguration picnic, to swear-in all newly 
elected/appointed, July 1, 2017 at 6pm, at the Windsor Town 
Park. Our social committee will be hosting. Plan to come 
enjoy the music, bonfire and camaraderie. Bring your own 
picnic and beverage. I have heard of some pretty elaborate 
tailgates being planned.  

Transfer Station Stickers are available for the July 1, 2017-
June 30, 2018 at the town office Monday night 5-9, 
Tuesday/Thursday 10-2. Email windsortownclerk@gmail.com 
for other times. SEE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM. 

Dog Licenses due by June 1 to avoid late fee.  

Census forms overdue NOW! We still have a few stragglers. 
Let me know if you have misplaced your form.  

FY2016 Annual Reports are available at the office and online 
at windsormass.com.  

Our new Veteran Honor Roll Plaque, with 253 veterans 
from the Revolutionary Militia to the present will be mounted 
on a Windsor Rock this month. The Memorial will be placed 
at the Town Hall in place of the white sign. Watch for posted 
notices at the usual places, for a Dedication Service, sometime 
around Memorial Weekend.  

I encourage any Windsor Resident online to join the 
Windsor, MA Facebook page. You do not have to post, but it 
is a terrific way of getting up-to-the-minute town news. If you 
need help doing this, come to the internet café any 
Wednesday night 5-8 PM at the town hall.   

There has been some interest in a Windsor beautification 
group to spiff up Windsor’s main drag and town buildings. 
Anyone willing to plant, donate plants or design please 
consider joining this great group.   --Madeline Scully, Town Clerk 
 

Senior News 

The April Senior luncheon was followed by an encore 
performance of “Way, Way Off Broadway” and was 
thoroughly enjoyed.  Hopefully we can arrange to have 
entertainment at more of our luncheons. This might tempt 
the “Eat and run” crowd to stay and partake of much-
needed socialization.  

Our next luncheon is Wednesday, May 10.  Please note, 
ages 50 and up are welcomed and urged to attend. Senior 
luncheons are held the second Wednesday of each month, 
rain or shine, wind or snow, come heck or high water. Our 
town employees are also invited as a small thank-you for 
all they do. Suggestions for programs are asked for...your 
wish is my command....not my words, but my sentiments 
exactly. –Mame Whelihan 

 

 

Sense of Community 

“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right 
thing. The worst thing you can do is nothing.”                               
—Theodore Roosevelt 

Got a talent to share? Or a neighborly 
need? Join the Volunteer Corp 

This month we are launching the Windsor Volunteer Job 
Corp, the brainchild of the Board of Health and Animal 
Control. Both of these agents see residents in need every day. 
This, however, is not a Town organization. Instead it is a 
volunteer group made up of Windsor resident Volunteers.  

The goal is to match up those in need with neighbors who 
have with the time and talent to fulfill that need. An ill 
resident may need a plumbing fix, or a meal, or an errand run. 
An elderly person could benefit from an hour visit, a few times 
a week. A single person could use someone to help with a 
carpentry project, or a ride to pick up a car.  

To join the Corps, call my cell number 910-620-0162 with 
needs or offers to help. We’ll keep a resource book with 
listings of volunteers and what talent each is able to share 
with others in the community.  ---Madeline Scully 

 
 

REFLECTIONS FROM MAME WHELIHAN  

Heather Hill Farm, Shaw Road 

GRAY HAIRS.  I don't think many in town will be surprised to 
hear that their Town Clerk is the cause of most of the gray 
hairs on my head. I've earned every one of them, especially 
when she was off and running and getting educated while I 
was Head Honcho at home.   

This story should start, “It was a dark and stormy 
night”...because it was.  To keep calm and busy, I was 
puttering around doing tasks I had neglected – like dusting I 
suppose.  I opened the drawer to her nightstand and--
gadzooks!  There was a snake – my nemesis. I slammed the 
drawer shut and frantically called her and postponed running 
hysterically down the road screaming my head off until she 
could arrive with help.  I was shaking in my boots.   

She and friend finally arrived, dashed up the stairs armed with 
a baseball bat and a pillowcase and slowly and carefully 
opened the drawer. There it was – a red and black, nine-inch 
plastic snake she had loved as a child. Why she kept it, I'll 
never know. Of course, I should have remembered how she 
took it to church in a pocketbook one Sunday, pulled it out 
and scattered the two little old ladies in the pew behind us.  
They didn't like snakes either. 
 

Learn Phone Photo Basics at the 
Internet Café 

“The best camera is the one you have with you” is a 
photography saying of murky origins and a 
whole lot of truth. Which means, for those 
of us lucky enough to have smart phones, 
our best camera is our phone.  

Come to the Windsor Internet Café for a series of sessions on 
how to make the most of the camera in your iPhone or 
Android phone, with Susan Phillips. The first session will be 
on Wednesday, June 14, from 6:30 to 7:30. 

 Bring your phones!       --Susan Phillips 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Comings and Goings  

 Windsor introduced us to a lot of new ways of life.  Having 
spent our lives in cities and suburbia, we learned that:  

Traffic lights aren’t important – watch for moose, deer and 
other wandering traffic slowdowns.  

 Where have all the fire hydrants gone?  We were not familiar 
with “dry hydrants.”  

 We were told that winters aren’t all that bad.  It’s not the 
cold and snow that gets you, it’s the fierce winds. Our first 
winter was the coldest, snowiest, and windiest winter in 70 
years!  

 “It’s the ice that makes driving hazardous.”  Nope; the mud 
proved most hazardous.  Thanks to Billy Daignault who 
towed us out of the mud (twice).  

 The Highway Department for wonderful help (Dave, your 
guys are great).  

 The Community Thanksgiving pot-luck dinner are fun.  So 
many new dishes (traditional, vegetarian and vegan).  Val, the 
job is now all yours.   

 So many others to whom we say “thank you.”   

 So now, Mother’s Day is upon us. Take time to remember the 
people who serve in the role of mothers, women and men: 
mothers and fathers, sister and brothers, grandmas and 
grandpas, aunts and uncles, single parents, step parents, foster 
parents, and vilomas (whose child died, leaving a void that 
never goes away). For their love, nurture and sacrifices, say/do 
something that cards and flowers can’t. Happy Mother’s Day 
to all.  

 Now Patti and I are moving into another chapter – eager to 
discover our new roles and mission. (again).  Windsor, thank 
you.  

--Patti Hackett-Hunter and Alex Hunter 

 For now our mailing address is still: PO Box 14, Cummington, 
MA 01026  

 

Assessor’s Office Field Review Starting 

Over the coming year, the Board of Assessors will be acquiring 
new assessing software. We will be transferring our current 
data and hoping for a seamless transition.   

In the meantime, assistant assessor Robin Wadsworth will be 
doing a complete field review, including sketch verification, 
making updates as needed. New photos will be taken of the 
exterior of your residences and inspections will be requested 
when necessary. This project will be in conjunction with the 
annual sales reviews and building permit reviews. Robin 
drives a dark blue Buick Verano and will have her town ID 
available.  

The police department will be made aware of all days that 
Robin will be driving around; generally this will be on 
Wednesdays and Fridays only.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact the police department to question any other 
suspicious activity. If you have any questions in regard to this 
process, please don’t hesitate to call our office at 684-3811.  
Your cooperation is very much appreciated. –Robin Wadsworth 

 

Hilltown Seed Saving Exchange May 20 

The Hilltown Seed Saving Network will hold its fifth annual 
Spring Seed and Plant Exchange on Saturday, May 20, from 10am 
to 1pm, at the Community House in Cummington.   

Find the perfect plant for your garden or the right variety of seed 
for summer crops.  Bring seeds, seedlings, and perennial divisions 
to share.  Experienced seed savers will be on hand to answer 
questions about growing plants for food, seed for replanting and 
herbs, attracting pollinators, developing healthy soil or anything 
else related to the garden. This is also a great opportunity to visit 
with other Hilltowners who share your gardening interests.    

 Make and take away pollinator seed balls with Amy Pulley, who 
will be on hand to help 
make your garden more 
attractive to pollinators.  

 You may drop off seeds 
and plants as early as 
9:00am.  This event is 
rain or shine; inside the 
Community House is 
available if necessary.  

 For more information 
contact Sadie Stull at 
413-634-5013 or Sheri at slrosenblum@hushmail.com. 

 

 

 

The Selectboard Corner 

You may have noticed the various official signs that have 
appeared at the center of town and Town Park. Funds were 
appropriated for this project at last year’s town meeting. The 
Town Sign Committee, in coordination with the Selectboard, 
Highway Department, Firemen’s Association, and Library 
Commission, developed the sign concepts.  

 The idea was to have close design and color coordination 
between the Town Hall, Town Office/Library, and Town Park. 
Then, we let the individual character of our Fire Station and 
Highway Department show through in their signs.   

 The result is a nice combination of conformity and independence, 
sort of like what’s happening generally in town. We are 
conforming to all sorts of regulations and best practices in 
delivering services to our residents while remaining genuine to 
our town’s heritage of independence and individuality.  That’s 
what I think, anyway.                              –Tim Crane, Selectboard Chairman 
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Transfer Station Sticker Application 
Form Enclosed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bit of Windsor History 

“Nevertheless She Persisted”, Excerpts 

from a speech given by Rev. Euphemia 

Drysdale, Windsor’s first woman pastor, in 

Boston in 1922: “My subject, as stated, is 

‘Woman and the Ministry’, or ‘It’s High Time Our 

Protestant Ministers Were Bestirring Themselves 

in Connection with one of the Most Significant 

Movements of Our Time... “     

Drysdale undermined the various arguments 

against ordaining women by noting the existence 

of “hundreds of books gathering dust on the 

shelves of our public libraries…which were 

written from time to time to prove conclusively 

that if women were taught to read, or given a 

college education or a vote or a typewriter, they 

would cease to love their husbands and babies 

and begin at once to undermine the foundations 

of the civilization which the notable 

statesmanship of man has built up so 

(otherwise) enduringly.”  

 

She saw the failure to embrace women as 

preachers as a terrible waste, asking “Shall the 

church sit blindly by while her spiritually gifted 

daughters seek other channels for their life 

expression?”  

It was about one year later that Drysdale, then 

nearing the age of 50, arrived to take up her 

post at the Congregational Church. Whether 

Windsor represented opportunity or 

disappointment for Drysdale I do not know. But 

she made this place her spiritual home and 

remained here from 1923 until her retirement in 

1938.   

The speech in its entirety is both assertive and 

open-hearted, and was published in the May 

1922 issue of The Homiletic Review. I’ll post the 

text on the friendsofwindsor.com website soon.        

–Susan Phillips 

 

     


