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YES! We are Going Solar!  
Windsor, Goshen, Cummington & Worthington 

LAST EDITION: MAY 2017 (REALLY!) V. 1:02 
 

REAL STORY: Windsor SunBug #1 
 

In a Solar Lunch & Learn Workshop 
held in Cummington in March, a 
Windsor resident who just signed a 
contract with SunBug Solar, Inc. 
brought a friend.  We call this man, 
“Windsor SunBug #1” (his family 
were the first Windsor residents to 
sign a SunBug contract.) 
 

Windsor SunBug #1’s friend said to 
the gathering, he wanted to learn 
more, but needed the information 
to be easy to understand not 
scientific. The bottom line: “Is 
installing solar a good investment?”  
(Yes, keep reading and find out.) 
 

The other questions we heard that 
day focused on affordability.  
 

 

• How can I really afford this?  
• I’m on a fixed income, can I do this? 
• When will the investment pay me 

back?  
 

  

Windsor SunBug #1 Story 
 

• Signed contract for 8.6 kW system  
• Cost was based Tier Level 5 pricing  

 

Before incentives 

Cost: $24,650 
Loan Rate: 6.0% 

Term: 10 yrs. 
 
Hint:  

News gets even better – cont. next page. 
 

 

 

APPROVED!  The state said YES! 
 

Program Extended to May 15! 
 

Call SunBug Today! 

4 1 3 - 8 8 4 - 1 0 0 0  
 

 

 
 
More Good News! 
 

In mid-April, we reached the 
highest discount level, Tier 6 
pricing.  

• 59 signed contracts (so far) 
• 471 kW solar systems   

 
 

BACKGROUND: In the Spring of 2016, 
Windsor, Cummington, Goshen and 
Worthington created a 4-town partnership 
(Solarize Mass WCGW) and submitted a 
proposal to MassCEC & DOER to join the 
Solarize Mass program. In June became 
one of the 58 cities and towns to have 
participated in Solarize Mass Program. 

 

 
 

 
 

The more who signed up to go solar, 
the cost went down for everyone!  
25 - 30% lower price than the state 
average. 

 

Time Limited:  State & Federal Incentives   
This is the best time to go solar,  as the tax incentives are scheduled to 

change at the end of this year.  
 

• Federal Renewal Energy Tax Credit = 30% project costs for solar systems.  
• Mass Solar Tax Credit is a direct credit on your state tax bill (as opposed 

to a deduction) that reduces your liability for 15% of the net cost of your 
system, up to a cap of $1000.  

  
With Gratitude: The Solarize Mass WCGW Program would never have 
happened if it wasn’t for the dedicated town volunteers of the 4 Hilltowns; 
the green light from the Select Boards who said YES to applying for this 
grant and to the town residents who came to the events with great 
questions and now are going solar! Thanks to Jan Bradley for endless calls 
setting up the free site visit appts.; to Tony Gola and Beth Webb who 
signed-up people early in the project; and to my husband Rev. Alex who 
hung in there with all the RFP proposals and interviews. It has been a ball!  
ThankYOU all!               Patti Hackett-Hunter     pattihackett@yahoo.com 

 
 



Windsor SunBug #1       cont. from front page 

 

Aaron Simms, SunBug Solar expert, told him about 
state and federal incentives. He learned about the 
state Mass Solar Loan Program which has three 
incentives to help Mass. residents go solar. 
Windsor SunBug #1 was eligible for: 
 

• Interest Rate Buy Down 1.5 % interest rate buy 
down available to ALL solar system owners 
regardless of income. 
 

• Qualified for Income-Based Loan Support.  

Category 2 provides 20% loan reduction. 
 
BEFORE INCENTIVES 

Cost: $24,650 
Loan Rate: 6.0% 

Term: 10 yrs. 
AFTER INCENTIVES 

Cost: loan support: $16,255 - 20% 
New Solar Loan Rate: 4.5% - 1.5% 

Term: 10 yrs.  
 

The 10-year monthly loan payments are about the 
same and sometimes lower than his “traditional” 
electric bill and – you guessed it – there is another 
incentive! The annual SREC payment, comes 
directly to you. 
 

In year 1, it is projected that Windsor SunBug #1 
new solar system will generate 6,503 kW. 
 

1,000 kW = 1 MW = 1 SREC 
SREC = Solar Renewable Energy Certificates 

 

This means …  $1,311 in SREC revenue for the first 
year.  The system will pay back in 5-6 years! 
 

Note: The SREC II program will be changing in 2018. 

cont. next column 

 

C a l l  S u n B u g  T o d a y !  4 1 3 - 8 8 4 - 1 0 0 0  

P r o g r a m  E n d s  5 / 1 5 / 1 7  
 

Yes, this is bit complicated, so why not have a 
friendly chat with SunBug Solar Expert, Aaron Simms 
(In addition to being an Engineer he is extremely 
patient explaining what is complicated into what 
really means in dollars) or call Jan Bradley (413-684-

3732) or Bill Adams, Cummington (413-634-5342) , both 
just LOVE getting their SREC annual checks. 

 

  
  

 

  

Visit a Solar House! For Windsor, call Jan Bradley H 413-684-3732   
Or in contract, Cummington: Brenda Arbib, cell/text: 413-512-0842 

 

 

Income-Based Loan Support: New Levels 

This Mass Solar Loan incentive is based on total 
household income determined by the federal income tax 
filing (IRS Tax Return Form 1040 line 22 on the most recent 
year available).  
 

Category 1 provides 30% loan reduction and Category 2 
provides 20% loan reduction. Higher Income Thresholds 
as of Feb. 14, 2017 means more people may qualify.  
 

Household of 2 with income 

• $59,284 or less = 30% loan reduction 
• $88.926 or less = 20% loan reduction 
 

 
 

Mass Solar Loan:  What is the 3rd Incentive?  

Solar Loan Loss Reserve. If a resident’s credit record is 
less than perfect, talk with representatives from UMass 
Five College Federal Credit Union (413-256-5500) in 
Northampton, about how to qualify for this type of loan 
to help you go solar. 

 
SOURCES USED FOR THIS INSERT: MassCEC, Mass Solar Loan, SREC Trade Inc., SunBug Solar, Inc.  FUNDING: Community activities and materials including this 
handout were paid with state grand funds received from MassCEC & DOER’s Solarize Mass Program. The Solarize Mass program is a partnership between the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) and the Green Communities Division of the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) that encourages the 
adoption of small scale solar in Mass. communities. Since its launch in 2011, the program has led to the contracting of more than 3,400 new small-scale 
installations at homes and businesses, amounting to the installation of over 20.6 megawatts of solar power.  

 


