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Places of Rest and of Witness 
   Windsor, or Gageborough as it was called then, was still in its infancy when responsible male citizens met in March of 1772 
to discuss “if the town will appoint a burying place,” along with other matters such as “what the town will do about letting 
hogs run at large.” The record does not say how those early residents decided either question. But two years later, Hill 
Cemetery was established. The town’s first official burying ground was followed by Shaw Cemetery in 1790, Bush Cemetery 
in 1798, and East Windsor Cemetery in 1874 (not to forget several small family burial grounds). To visit each of them is to be 
reminded of a time when childbirth, smallpox, and consumption were common killers; when young men marched off to fight 
at Bunker Hill or Antietam or Normandy or Korea or Vietnam. But these places are as much about the present, and the 
through-‐lines between now and then, as the past – as evidenced by recent stones, fresh flowers, and bright flags.  
 

Compiled and written by Susan Phillips 

Windsor Hill Cemetery, est. 1774: the town’s first “burying place.” 
First and Highest 
  It’s probable that Hill Cemetery 
commands the highest ground of any 
cemetery in the state. It predates by 
some years the town’s first meeting-‐ 
house, which eventually was built 
nearby (uphill from the current 
Congregational Church). 
  The setting is expansive rather than 
sheltered. There are 175 plots, and 
among those buried here are eleven 
veterans of the American Revolution, 
four veterans of the Civil War, and four 
of World War II.  
   The oldest known marker is that of 
Nathaniel Clark, who died in March of 
1776, aged 26. The next known burial 
was of the twin daughters of David and 
Eunice Prince, unnamed and only three 
days old – a reminder of a time when 
the birth of twins was fraught with 
danger for all involved. Other families 
represented here include Mattis, 
Whitmarsh, Converse, Sturtevant, Bird, 
Till, Dydowicz and many more.  

 Among the Maples 
   It’s hard to say which of Windsor’s 
cemeteries is the most beautiful, but 
Shaw is a good candidate, nestled 
among maples at the intersection of two 
dirt roads. The original plot and a later 
addition also make it the largest, with 
252 plots.  
   Captain Nathan Harwood, a veteran 
of the Revolution, and Owen Holbrook, 
the 4-‐year-‐old son of Amos and Lydia 
Holbrook, were buried here in 1790.  
   Owen’s father Amos was also a 
veteran, rising to rank of Corporal, and 
later served as a state representative. 
He died of fever in 1813 and is buried 
with his wife and son. Harwood and 
Holbrook are among nine buried here 
who fought in the Revolution, along 
with five veterans of the Civil War and 
one each of World War I and Korea.  
   The Shaw clan is of course well-‐
represented. Phillips, Allen, Miner, 
Ford, and Bates are among the other 
families here.  

A child’s grave in Shaw Cemetery 



 

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bush Cemetery, undated. Windsor Historical Commission. 

Eternal Rest, Endless Change 
   The undated photo above shows Bush Cemetery at a 
time when the Bush was a relatively populous farming 
settlement. Below, a picture taken from about same 
vantage point today shows the deep woods that now 
surround the spot. One constant, though, is the sound of 
rushing water, the same water that drove sawmills in 
earlier days.  
   The earliest known burial here was that of the infant 
Emily Bird, aged nine months, in 1797. She was the 
daughter of Ebenezer and Ruby Bird.  
   Luther Torrey, who saw service in the Revolutionary 
War, lived to the age of 92 and was buried here in 1825. 
His wife Dorothy lived to 106, and joined her husband in 
the cemetery in 1838. 
  Other names you will find here include Allen, Beals, 
Coleman, Dawes, Hollis, Latham, Snow, Tirrell, and 
Vining.  

Bush Cemetery, July 2016, S. Phillips 

“I have always enjoyed cemeteries. Altars for the 
living as well as resting places for the dead, they 
are entryways, I think, to any town or city, the 
best places to become acquainted with the tastes of 
the inhabitants, both present and gone.”     
                                                        EDWIDGE DANTICAT 

On a Piney Hill  
   East Windsor Cemetery is the town’s newest, established 
about a century after Hill Cemetery. It’s also the smallest, 
with 122 plots. The location is graced by towering old pines 
and views of distant hills. 
   While the inventive and energetic Charles H. Ball – bridge 
designer, manufacturer, tinkerer, selectman, moderator, and 
general community stalwart – is buried in Peru with his wife 
Cora, his brothers Arthur and Lucian lie here.    
    Helen Gamwell Budd and Lt. Col. Arthur Budd, who 
together shaped the Helenscourt estate that later formed the 
heart of Notchview, lie here as well. Helen Budd lived to the 
age of 93, remaining in the home that she purchased in the 
early 1900s during her first marriage to Dr. William Ely. 
Following Ely’s death and Helen’s remarriage to Col. Budd, 
the couple transformed the property into an elegant estate and 
increased its size to 3,000 acres. When Mrs. Budd died in 1958, 
she was the oldest resident of Windsor.  
   Among the families with members buried here are Jenks, 
Jordan, Miner, Tournier, Jacobs, Harwood and Tinney.  

Jenks Family Grave marker, East Windsor Cemetery, S. Phillips 
2016 

WRITTEN IN STONE 

                    THE RISING MORNING CAN’T INSURE 
                    THAT WE SHALL END THE DAY. 

         FOR DEATH STANDS READY AT THE DOOR 
                    TO SNATCH OUR LIVES AWAY. 

from the headstone of Sarah Blanchard, 48, 
died 1814, Shaw Cemetery 

 
MY DEAR CHILDREN AND FRIENDS 

                      PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD. 
from the headstone of Thomas Blanchard, 91, 

died 1855, Shaw Cemetery 
 
                     …MY MANSION WAITS FOR YOU 

WHENEVER THE SUMMONS COMES. 
partial inscription from a damaged headstone, 

Shaw Cemetery 
 

GONE HOME 
from the headstone of Clarissa Vining,  

died 1881, Bush Cemetery 
 

To share any photos or ideas, please e-mail Susan 
Phil lips at susanphil lips57@gmail.com. Thank you! 


