
  

FLASHBACKS 
A Celebration of THE HISTORY OF Windsor, MA 

Check friendsofwindsor.com for 
more information on the topics 
covered in our FLASHBACKS 
series. 
Thanks to the Central Berkshire 
Fund of Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation for 
making this project possible! 

Making Progress 
   As this year-‐long project celebrating Windsor history winds down (December will bring the 12th and final issue of 
FLASHBACKS), I thought it would be fitting to look back at Progress, an 18-‐year-‐long marathon of community building by the 
Progressive Club of East Windsor. From 1951 until 1969, the club published a lively monthly newsletter that at one point 
reached hundreds of subscribers in 17 states. If Windsor Now & Than has a parent, that parent is Progress.  
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Hand-‐drawn covers were a feature of Progress in the mid-‐50’s. The artist, who did not sign her work, clearly loved puppies.  
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A Treasury of Memories 
   East Windsor, once the section of town 
with the most commerce, manufacturing 
and general bustle, had been losing 
population for some time when, in 1949, a 
group of women formed the Progressive 
Club with the goal of renewing civic spirit. 
One goal was to raise funds towards the 
creation of a suitable space for community 
activities.  
  They eventually set upon the idea of a 
monthly publication, offered by paid 
subscription, as the backbone of their 
fundraising operation. The first issue 
came out in June, 1951. 
   Fortunately, we have an incomplete but 
fairly robust archive of Progress. It started 
out as just a few typed pages, but grew to 
a densely-‐packed, quirky 12-‐plus pages of 
poetry, news items, recipes, jokes, 
drawings, and reminiscence.  
   There are dozens of articles that bring 
Windsor’s past and people to life. One 
example: in April 1956, Lester Souther 
wrote about working as the caretaker of a 
summer estate in the 1920’s. In it, he 
describes the arrival of Windsor’s first 
woman pastor, Rev. Euphemia Drysdale, 
in 1923, to board with his family while the 

 

Rev. Drysdale, all warmed up.  
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Parsonage was being made ready. 
Souther says other families declined 
to host the lady Reverend.  
   Drysdale made the trip up from the 
Dalton train in a small open sleigh 
driven by mail carrier Harry 
Streeter.  
   “Having lived in Boston several 
years, she had no idea of the amount 
of clothing the country people had to 
wear. It was a very cold January 
night when she arrived, and she was 
so nearly frozen that she had to be 
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helped into the house. We wrapped 
her in blankets, set her next to the 
stove and gave her hot drinks and as 
she thawed out, she kept repeating in 
a trembling voice, ‘This is blessed.’” 
   Souther described Drysdale as 
“such a free and easy, happy and 
cheerful, person that it was a joy to 
have her with us.” She would have 
been close to 50 at the time. Drysdale 
remained in Windsor until her 
retirement in 1938. 



 

 

 
 

 
 Like Father, Like Daughter 
  The club and its newsletter thrived through the efforts of many 
volunteers. But it was Mary Bowman, the daughter of East Windsor’s 
energetic and community minded Charles H. Ball (subject of FLASHBACKS, 
Vol. 1) who kept the wheels turning. She was the first president of the 
club, then assistant editor of Progress, then sole editor.  
   In June 1959, club members managed to surprise her by swapping out 
the cover page she had planned with a salute to her hard work. “She 
writes to people for articles, types them when they come, gets all the 
material together and arranges it for the typists to copy onto the 
stencils…This is all being done by a woman who several years ago was 
very ill with multiple sclerosis and arthritis of the spine. She has refused 
to let her condition make her an invalid or a shut-‐in…So a Salute to our 
EDITOR, MARY BOWMAN; without her there would be no PROGRESS.” 
   Bowman, the wife of much-‐decorated WWI veteran Fred Bowman, died 
in 1969 at the age of 68. Progress ceased publication upon her death.  
 

A young Mary with her father, Charles H. Ball. 

A Room for Everyone 
   It took almost a decade, but the Progressive Club raised 
enough money through newsletter subscriptions to achieve 
its goal of creating a community recreation room on the 
bottom floor of the East Windsor Chapel.  
   On October 15, 1959, an open house and dedication was 
held in the newly renovated space, complete with a kitchen. 
  “From where I sat, it appeared that several old friends met 
on this happy occasion…Many who attended had not met 
these friends for years and the room buzzed with 
reminiscences and was warm with good fellowship,” wrote 
editor Mary Bowman in the November issue.  
  The room was used by the club for regular meetings and 
card parties, and by other groups such as a 4H cooking club 
for children, as well as community holiday celebrations. 
Because the building was (and is) unheated, it was generally 
closed from just before Christmas until spring.  
 
  

PROGRESS EARLY AND LATE 
Only a single page of the first edition, from June 1951, is in 
our collection. But we have a few pages from #2. The price 
was 5 cents. Some excerpts:  
 
      We are happy to announce that our ‘newspaper  
      has gone over BIG. Our first edition, of which we  
     made a hundred copies, are all sold out and we are  
     having fifty-‐five more made to meet the demand. 
  
         NEWS ITEMS TO-‐DAY: Melody and Ricky Burdick  
       are the proud possessors of a pet skunk. Cute, Too!  
       P.S. It has been de-‐scented. 
 
   This early edition also included a Recipe for Golden 
Cheese Crusts. Visit the Friends of Windsor website, 
friendsofwindsor.com, for a selection of recipes from 
Progress.  
   September 1969 is the latest issue in our collection. It fills 
12 legal-‐size pages, and the price was 20 cents, or $1.75 for 
a year’s subscription.  

Let’s make FLASHBACKS a community effort!  I f you 
have historical  information, artifacts, photos or ideas 
for us, please share them. E-mail Susan Phil lips at 
susanphil lips57@gmail.com. 

HOUSEHOLD HINT [APRIL, 1953] 
When daylight-‐savings begins, don’t forget to 

set the rooster ahead one hour. 

The East Windsor Chapel. A basement room was renovated by 
the Progressive Club for community use.  


