
  

FLASHBACKS 
A Celebration of THE HISTORY OF Windsor, MA 

A Transformative Gift 
   There have been times in Windsor’s history when the town has seemed slow to embrace the future, or even the present. 
Moving from a scattered collection of small district schools (the topic of September’s Flashback) to a central school is one 
example. Though Massachusetts was the first state in the U.S. to allow public funding for school transportation in 1869 – 
making school consolidation in rural areas possible – it took a compelling offer from Z. Marshall Crane in 1920 to bring 
Windsor into the modern educational era.  
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Generosity with Conditions 
In the first decades of the 20th century, it was 
becoming clear that the lengthening years of 
compulsory schooling and increasing educational 
standards were putting a strain on Windsor’s 
small schools.   
   “Not one of our several schools are well lighted, 
well heated, well ventilated, or well equipped as 
to sanitation conditions,” wrote School 
Superintendent Herman Patt in his 1918 annual 
report. “The boarding of teachers is also a 
problem. The compulsory school age limit is 
moving towards sixteen…I urge that Windsor 
carefully consider the trend of affairs and 
perhaps provisions might be made for a building 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT FOR 1919 : ARTICLE 14  
To see if the town will accept a donation of such sum, not exceeding five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) as shall be necessary to obtain a suitable site on 
Windsor Hill and to erect thereon and equip a suitable central school building, 
such donation being conditioned on the subsequent discontinuance of the use of 
all present school buildings except the one at Windsor Bush and will constitute 
the School Committee, the Selectmen and the Superintendent of Schools a 
Committee to expend such sum for such purpose during the current year. 

The vote was 39 to 1 in favor 
(there’s always one).  

 

Crane Community School, postcard courtesy Melody Burdick 
Lincoln 

 

Z. Marshall Crane, 1878-1936, 
Crane Community School 

benefactor. Courtesy Crane Family. 
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fund to which liberally-minded and generous persons might add their 
contributions. You cannot get anything unless you start something. A good 
school building with excellent instruction will hold and draw citizens.”  
  A major push forward then came from the liberally-minded and generous Z. 
Marshall Crane of Dalton. Crane offered to buy land and construct a new 
school – but on condition that all of the small schools except the one in the 
Bush be closed down. That offer was accepted at the Annual Town Meeting of 
1919, and the school was ready by the end of summer, 1920. 
  The school, which went up to seventh grade, opened in August with 60 
students in two classrooms, taught by Miss Viva Bates and Miss Eleanor 
Pingree. The building also housed (and still houses) the Town Library, 
furnished by Crane’s mother, Ellen Kittredge Crane.  
   The first class had four graduates: Anna McCormick, Greta Hume, Erwin 
Scott, and Frances Pisiewski. The ceremony was held on July 3rd, 1921 – the 
150th anniversary of the town’s incorporation.  



 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Crane Community School Remembered 
   Windsor’s school closed forever in the early 1990s, after more than 60 years serving our children. From the Woodrow 
Wilson era to the George H. Bush years, CCS had a good run and is fondly remembered. In 1936, the Bush School closed and 
its long-time teacher Pauline Burnette joined the staff. The enduring Viva Bates, who started her teaching career at Shaw 
School in 1909, retired as principal of CCS in 1953. In 1971, there were 68 students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade. 
Below, some photos and tidbits from the school’s long and fondly remembered history. (If you remember the school, or have 
photos to share, let us know! We’re planning a big online presentation on the Crane School for Friends of Windsor’s website.) 

LUNCH BOX 
1922 : Principal Bates instituted one of the first hot lunch 
programs in the state in 1922. Each week a few older girls were 
assigned to cook and serve lunch under teacher supervision, with a 
weekly budget of $10. Variations of this system lasted until 1955. 

1955: The PTA started a parent-run hot lunch program. Wanda 
Skrocki did the food shopping, while Bernice Estes cooked the 
meals at the school, and mothers took turns serving. In the 
summer of ’55, PTA members canned 100 quarts of vegetables for 
the program.  

 
MENU FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 31ST 1955 

MONDAY: Spanish rice, lettuce sandwich, frankfurters, applesauce 
and milk.  
TUESDAY: Meatballs, squash, boiled potatoes, celery sticks, 
gingerbread, applesauce and milk.  
WEDNESDAY: Roast beef, corn, mashed potatoes, carrot sticks, 
bread, butter, Norwegian prune pudding. 
THURSDAY: Potato Delmonico, green beans, golden fruit, milk.  
FRIDAY: California Chicken, lettuce sandwich, sliced cheese, 
steamed cranberry pudding. 

 

Memorial Day, 1944. It was a Crane School tradition to march up to 
Hill Cemetery to place flags and flowers on the graves of veterans. 

Photo courtesy of Marjorie Limburg.  

 

 

 

Thanks to the Central Berkshire Fund of Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation for making this 
project possible! Contact susanphillips57@gmail with questions,  suggestions, photos and memories! 

Crane School students circa 1954. 
Courtesy Marjorie Limburg. 

Crane School students, June 1983. Courtesy Valerie Kohn. 

Class of 1941. Courtesy Marjorie Limburg. 

I give and bequeath to the INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF WINDSOR, in 
said County, Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000) Dollars to be invested in first 
mortgage bonds and the net income therefrom to be expended on the order of 
the School Committee toward meeting the general expenses of the public 
schools in said town. However in view of my special interest in the Crane 
Community School, it is my hope that its needs, both in the way of proper 
maintenance and possible future development, to be given first consideration. 
                                                                                                       -- Z. Marshall Crane (1936) 


